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ITASCA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
ICHS mission is to connect people to the history of Itasca County.

MUSEUM HAPPENINGS…

The Itasca County Historical Society is currently developing our latest exhibit called the “River Room”.
This new exhibition space coincides with the exciting news that the museum has been declared a Mississippi
interpretative center and has joined the Great River Road Initiative.

Our newest college intern Rachel Shiller-Hartwell has been hard at work researching and designing her very first
exhibit on the performers who put on Showboat. Communities inextricably tied to the Mississippi River developed their
culture and everyday activities in and along the riverbanks of the great river. Over the years, the charisma of the
Showboat Captains and the great performances by the many actors, musicians, singers, and others brought smiles and
laughter to Grand Rapids.
Itasca County has donated a couple of beautiful plat maps to the museum which will be used in the River Room
exhibit. These maps contain 19th century information on wild ricing locations, ecology of the region along the Mississippi
at the time, and the sovereign nation territorial boundaries of Leech Lake and Boisforte within the county.
Keeping with the theme of Mississippi River traditions, historian Wesley Sisson has been researching the role Wild Rice
has played in the spiritual traditions and daily lives of the Ojibwa people in the county. We hope to explore and to
respectfully showcase how a centuries old tradition intersects with the livelihoods of contemporary wild rice harvesters.
Cultivating and harvesting wild rice or manoomin is central to the Ojibwa culture and a signal that autumn is on its way.
The origin story of the Anishinaabe and historic treaties have been forever connected to the natural resources provided in
part by the rivers and lakes of the region. Gerald White is an educator in Deer River and has expressed interest in helping
us obtain an authentic birch bark canoe for the historical society through a friend of his who builds them. We will
hopefully know more about this portion of the project by the summer, if the pandemic is in our favor! John Rabbet, a
member of Net Lake has expressed interest in sharing his contemporary wild ricing experiences for the exhibit and he
wants to share his family stories with us.
As a note, the historical society is always willing to connect with and preserve the artifacts and stories from Itasca County.
We also have a dedicated volunteer team working on oral histories which is lead by Wesley Sisson and Diane Gross.

THINGS TO REMEMBER
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Are you looking to escape the sub-zero chills of winter
and the Corona Virus Pandemic?
The Itasca County Historical Society has opened its
newest escape-room game. A murder Mystery at The
Craig Saloon on Piggy Avenue.
What is an escape-room? An escape-room is a modern
interactive game where groups of people work together to
solve puzzle. The themes and clues in the escape-room
help build cooperation and teamwork skills.
Call Itasca County Historical Society at 218-326-6431 to
reserve your team's/family hour to play the game.
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