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2017 GHOST TOURS A SUCCESS

Great news came to the board at their last meeting when
Roberta Truempler, representing the Finance Committee, let
them know that the mortgage due is now UNDER $50,000! The
special contributions received and the fund raisers during the
past year have all made this possible.

UPCOMING EVENTS
OCTOBER
10 & 16 Beginning Genealogy classes
17 Intermediate Genealogy class
19 - 22 Grand Opening of Nashwauk-Cooley Train
Exhibit
27 & 28 Spooky Timbers at Forest History Center—(Four of our ghosts will come alive! We will sell Chicken Wild Rice
Soup & Sloppy Jo’s with Grand Rapids North Star Women’s Club)
Present your ICHS membership card to enter FREE!
Halloween falls on Tuesday the 31st

NOVEMBER
4 –19 Minnesota Deer Hunting Season
5 Ends Daylight Savings—Fall Back!
11 Veterans Day
23 Thanksgiving Day
25 Small Business Saturday — Gift Shop specials all day!
25 Opening Winter Wonderland City Windows Displays
(ICHS will feature Ginny Frahm’s Christmas Train& Village)

DECEMBER
1 & 2 WINTERGLO
(ICHS hosts Craft Marketplace in the Mall featuring Christmas
baked goods by Grand Rapids North Star Women’s Club)
21 (Tuesday) Winter Solstice - First day of winter
24 (Sunday) Christmas Eve
25 (Monday) Christmas Day

Access ICHS mobile web site
www.itascahistorical.org

The Ghost Tours this past summer were a great
adventure. Participants came from all over to get a
little scared...and a little educated. The ghost stories
were told by “ghosts” who visited with the guests.
Each ghost had a historical tale to weave so people
learned a bit about Itasca County .
Local tours were used as practice runs which
helped perfect the presentation for the arrival of an
out-of-town bus tour. You can reserve your tour for
next summer if you have more than twenty people
interested. Just call The ICHS office at 218-326-6431
to schedule.

GREAT TRAIN EXPO
ICHS received a donation of an expansive model
train set earlier this year from former Nashwauk
resident, Alan Stone.
As we considered putting the layout on display it
became apparent that there were other model train
buffs in the area who would love to display their
sets. That triggered an invitation to all interested to
bring over their train collections. And we got trains!
Thomas the Tank Engine was there; Lego train sets
& every scale model turned up. There were NINE
running trains with even more set up for exhibit.
We expect to host the exposition again in the fall
of 2018.
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ITASCA GENEALOGY

Genealogy meetings: 1st Thursday of the month, (except for January and July)
6:00 p.m. at the Karjala Genealogy and History Research Center. New and seasoned
genealogists are welcome to come and learn more about how and
where to research your family tree.

NEW GENEALOGY CLASSES START UP OCTOBER 10th
BEGINNERS GENEALOGY
Date : Tuesday October 10 OR Monday October 16
Time: 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Cost : $20.00 per class
BRING a three-ring binder
Beginners kit and computer will be provided
This is an easy start on your family tree. As with any large task, it may seem like a big job, but if
you get started right and follow a plan, you will have good results. We will be using Ancestry.com
and other related computer programs that will show you how to research.
INTERMEDIATE GENEALOGY
Date : Tuesday October 17
Time : 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Cost : $20.00 per class
BRING a three-ring binder and your own family research
Intermediate kit and computer will be provided
This class will use military records, ship passenger logs, census report and the Karjala Genealogy
& History Research Center.

REGISTRATION: Call Community Education office at 218-327-5730
Or register online at WWW.getlearning.org

Famous people who weren’t
interested in genealogy:
Adam & Eve
2017 SUPPORTING TOWNSHIPS
Bigfork Blackberry Carpenter Wabana Bearville Kinghurst Splithand
Balsam
Feeley
Arbo
Sago
Wirt
Harris

ITASCA COUNTY & CITIES
Itasca County
Grand Rapids

LaPrairie

Nashwauk

Bigfork
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT
APRIL through JUNE

INDIVIDUAL
$25

PRESERVATION
$100

Jean Schaeppi-Anderson

Jacqueline Dowell
David Johnson
Bill Rutherford
Mavis Gould
Heidi Geisler
Susan Hayes
Terese Damyanovich
Paul Markowski
Colleen Nardone
Eric Roth
Ben Edwards
Flora Conklin
Pauline Boynton
Joanne Ford
Walter Glatz
Shelly Wilda
Nancy Nordin
Regina Hill
Nancy Secrist
Glenn Wiessner
Whitney Hartley
Richard Green
Larry Johnson

Don Booth
Merton Rima
Sheryl Tverberg

FAMILY
$40
Casey & Georgette Renslow
Don Marine
Jackie & Gordon Davis
Richard & Beverly Johnson
Donald & Phyllis Gornowich

SUPPORTING $65
JoAnn Frick
Donald & Leona Litchke
Mary Schmitz
Jerry & Sue Pulkrabeck

SPONSORING
PATRON
Cole Hardware

Business
Memberships
Central Square Mall
ichs@paulbunyan.net
research@paulbunyan.net
www.itascahistorical.org
218-326-6431
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Members:
The last three months have been a challenge for all of us at the historical
society. The Ghost Tour (now named “Haunted Mines and Pines Ghost Tour”)
was enjoyed by all. Jody, who helped write the scripts, the volunteers who
played the ghosts, and the storytellers who made up ghost stories, all did an
awesome job. We did have the out-of-town bus tour on September 29th. The
ghost tour was put together for bus tours, but because so many local people
wanted to enjoy the tour we planned three local events. We used those first
three events to design a great bus tour. Next year we are planning on six local ghost tours along with
whatever number of buses will come to take the tours. We are always looking for ghost stories from
our area and, of course, people to play ghosts.
The Nashwauk-Cooley train has arrived! We held the first Train Expo August 25 through the 27th.
More than 600 people came to Central Square Mall and toured the twelve train exhibits. With so
many people asking if the Expo will return, we are considering presenting it again next year. The train
is moving into the museum and we are looking at its debut on October 19th.
Jeremy and I are leaving on October 3rd for a National Oral History Convention in Minneapolis. We
applied for, and received, a legacy grant to pay for our attendance at the convention. We hope to
learn more about how to get oral histories as well as what would be the best equipment to use for
capturing those stories.
We are currently looking for someone to volunteer in the collection process. This person will need
to enter information in the books about the donated items. Thursday mornings are generally the day
to do this. If you are interested, please let us know. Thursdays work best but that day is negotiable.
I look forward to seeing you at the annual meeting. It should be a great time of sharing and meeting other members. The Women’s Club is handling the meal, so it will be delicious.
Lilah

We have Beginner and
Intermediate Genealogy
kits available for
starting your family tree.
Only $5.95
Remember to tell your friends our
Museum is FREE!
We just ask people to sign in on the guest
book; it helps in gaining support when we go
before the County Board and when applying
for grants.

You can help us save on postage by getting your newsletter emailed to you. Please send your email address to
ichs@paulbunyan.net

P
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The VITALITY of VOLUNTEERS
The first thing most people think of when talking about volunteering is doing good...rescuing people or
animals...aiding in disasters...fundraising for nonprofit groups. But there are times...and people...for just
having fun as a volunteer. YES—-volunteering for THE FUN OF IT! Quite a concept.
It’s true that Minnesota has one of the highest rates of volunteerism in the country. In fact, only Utah
and Nebraska have higher rates. That commitment to others and to lending a hand is no different in Itasca
County. But here, people have learned to embrace the fun of it. A couple of great examples are Carolyn
King and Bruce Robinson who recently participated in the ICHS Vintage Fashion Show. These two
dressed up in costumes from past eras and hit the stage.
Actually, many of the volunteers we have enjoyed working with this past year
have been in it for the fun. Our Ghost Tours required a good number of individuals
who were willing to take on different jobs to make the entire adventure a success.
Some people acted as guides to lead our tourists to the ghostly sites on the banks of
the Mississippi River. Others took on the roles of selected ghosts and wove tales of
past
events. In fact, a brand new resident in Grand Rapids, Wilma
Behm, told the story of the “ghost who didn’t want to be a ghost”.
Genealogy is her interest but story telling seems to be a natural
talent! And there was no question that those volunteers were
having a GREAT time!
Everyone has hobbies or collections or arts & crafts or stories
that they seem to enjoy. And it doesn’t take much to find a way to apply those interests to volunteering. You might be surprised just how easily your passion can be
turned into a volunteer opportunity.
One of our projects this past year that was thoroughly enjoyed by the public was
the initial offering of the Great Train Expo. And that entire project happened because a
former Nashwauk resident, Alan Stone, had a collection of model trains that he had
decided to donate. From that donation grew the invitation to area train aficionados to
come and display their personal collections.
Maybe they didn’t understand that they were
“volunteering”...but WE knew it. And that’s the way
volunteering works!
What kinds of projects might you decide to be a part of? Here at
ICHS we have all kinds of opportunities. Do you like to tell stories?
There are always openings for good story tellers. Or maybe you like
acting? Our fashion shows, ghost tours, Spooky Timbers at Halloween and other events offer you that outlet. Hey, do you like to cook?
Well, we like to eat! Maybe you’re interested in teaching, researching,
event planning...those are talents that are in real demand at ICHS.
Or maybe you’re one of those people who just has fun (or strange)
ideas and just likes to plan a party! “Idea people” are one of the best resources any organization can
have. To paraphrase...invention is the mother of entertainment and we can all use a little entertainment.
If all you ever thought about when considering volunteering was holding a position on the Board of
Directors or being in charge of an extensive fundraiser, we just
wanted you to know that there is more to volunteering. There’s
FUN!
Look at the picture to your right. Those parade judges are
volunteers. They’re enjoying a local community event on a terrific
summer day and just having a good time. Oh, wait! Isn’t that the
Executive Director of ICHS? We think she’s volunteering… and
she seems to be enjoying herself.
VOLUNTEERING CAN BE A LOT OF FUN!
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2017
ICHS Board of Directors
President
John Zimmerman
Vice President
Jim Uzelac
Treasurer
John Roessler
Secretary
Richard Lacher
Leona Litchke
Bruce Aiton
Barb Adams
Esther Hietala
Barb Shipka Roberta Truempler
Executive Director

Itasca County Historical Society
201 North Pokegama Avenue
Grand Rapids, MN 55744
www.itascahistorical.org

Lilah Crowe

Computer Technician
Jeremy Anderson
Bookkeeper
Melissa McFadden

KRC Genealogists
Leona Litchke
Barb Adams
Jean Harkins

Senior SCSEP Program
Jody Hane
Joe Prebeck
Maxine Stone

Janella Krumrei
Cheryl Thueson
Colleen Chute

Volunteers
Duane Eells
Dan Seward
Anna Eells

Heather Tardy
Jackie Dowell
Dorothy Pollard

ANNUAL MEETING OCTOBER 19, 2017
The annual meeting of Itasca County Historical Society will be held on Thursday, October 19, at
the Blandin Foundation in Grand Rapids.
This year’s speaker will offer an interesting story about CCC Camp S-95. Patti Olson of Deer Lake
North (near Effie) where Camp S-95 was once located, has worked with the Minnesota Historical Society
& the Iron Range Archives, among others, to learn the history of the camp. The footings of the buildings
were discovered during an archeological dig. Olson organized a volunteer group which has created an
Interpretive Trail.
Olson has stories of the ghosts who haunt the old CCC Camp hospital and tales of the camp which
was once a bustling hub with twenty-five buildings in all. You’ll want to attend this meeting!
Hors devours will be served at 5:00 p.m., with dinner at 6:00 p.m. Please call the ICHS office at
(218) 326-6431 to reserve your place.

