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BOARD  NEWS 
Fall Bus Tour A Hit 

     
The first stop on the annual Fall Bus Tour in August was a 
visit to the Bigfork Town Hall which is being thoroughly 
remodeled. The interior  will capture the look of the  
original hardwood floors, lighting and design. 

 

 
The CCC Camp site near Togo was the second stop on the 
tour. That was followed with a visit to the  Carpenter Town 

Hall, the largest log Town Hall in 
Itasca County. 
 
The trip concluded as we traveled 
north on Highway 65 to  have lunch 
at the St. Peter & St. Paul Russian 
Orthodox Church,  known locally as 

the “Little Bramble Church”. If 
you were unable to join us on 
this enlightening tour, please 
stop by the ICHS office and ask 
for the itinerary of the tour. We 
think it’s a trip your will love. 
 
 
 

 
Access ICHS mobile web site  

www.itascahistorical.org 

  THINGS TO REMEMBER 
  

 

OCTOBER 
Thursday  25 = ICHS Annual Meeting 
   Friday 26 = Midnight Chills  
                     Ghost Tour at  Central School 
   Wednesday 31 = Halloween 
 
 
NOVEMBER 
   4th = End Daylight  
             Savings time 
   6th = Election Day 
   9th = ICHS WRITERS    
             CONFERENCE 
   11th = Veteran’s Day 
   22nd = Thanksgiving                       
                 Day 
 
DECEMBER 
    21st  = First day of winter 
    Monday 24th = Christmas Eve 
    Tuesday 25th = Christmas  
 
 
 

 

 

      Monday 31st  = New Year’s Eve 
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ITASCA GENEALOGY 
Genealogy meetings: 1st Thursday of the month, (except for January and July) 

6:00 p.m. at the Karjala Genealogy and History Research Center. New and seasoned  

genealogists are welcome to come and learn more about how and  

where to research your family tree.  

2018  SUPPORTING TOWNSHIPS           Lone Pine      Bigfork      Blackberry             

Carpenter        Wabana       Kinghurst       Splithand        Wildwood       Arbo       Balsam                

Feeley   Sago     Wirt     Harris       Deer River      Lawrence     Wawina 

2018 ITASCA COUNTY & CITIES   —   Itasca County         Grand Rapids       

        LaPrairie      Nashwauk       Bigfork     Calumet     Keewatin   Warba 

 

   YOU NEED TO MAKE RESERVATIONS 

 Are you interested in who you might find in your family 

tree? Genealogy can be fun, exciting and interesting once you 

get started. But so many people don’t know where to start, 

what questions to ask in the beginning or how to find reliable  

resources. Well, that can change for YOU this winter as 

Itasca County Historical Society presents a  

                ONE DAY WRITERS CONFERENCE. 

  

     On Friday, November 9th  from 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. 

participants will receive valuable information and hands-on 

opportunities to begin writing your own family’s history. 

CHRIS MARCOTTE, author and writer from Deer River, will train you in researching and writing about 

your ancestors. You’ll learn how to document sources and gain skills in interviewing older relatives who 

have an abundance of memories and stories. 

WOMEN OF THE WOODS writing group will share insights on what they’ve learned by writing about 

their families. 

JOE HART, who writes e-books, will instruct participants in lessons he has learned. And he’ll give  

information about some of the pitfalls he’s encountered. Things you should do and things to avoid. 

JANE BARRIK is an English and writing instructor at Itasca Community College in Grand Rapids. She 

will guide you as you decide what type of writing you want to do once she’s given you the style options 

and instruction on writing in general. 

 You will have an opportunity to create a paper during break-out sessions and then share your writings 

for feedback from the group. 

 If you have ever wondered what to do with all the family stories and information you have gathered, 

or if you have thought about beginning a family tree and documenting your history, this is the place to 

start. 

 There is only room for a limited number of people since this WRITERS CONFERENCE will be held 

at the Blandin Foundation in Grand Rapids. 

 The cost for the full day is just $40.00 and includes lunch on site. 

 You must make reservations by contacting us at the ICHS office. 

 Join others who are interested in genealogy, writing, and sharing family stories. The legacy you will 

be able to leave your future relatives will be the best gift they get from YOU. 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT 
July through September 2018 

 

INDIVIDUAL $25 
 

Joanne Ford 

Pauline Boynton 

Flora Conklin 

Mavis Gould 

Joan Menning 

Duane Benson 

Muriel King 

Katherine Ertl 

Jean Tinquist 

Sonja Olson 

Larry Johnson 

Ben Edwards 

Nancy Secrist 

Regina Hill 

Richard Green 

Whitney Hartley 

Jean Schaeppi-Anderson 

Sandy Cameron 

Norma Eppinga 

Sally Sedgwick 

Jacqueline Dowell 

Carmen Rose Sanchez 

David Johnson 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

FAMILY  $40 

 
Jody & JoLynn Crowe 

Donald & Phyllis           

Gornowich 

Leota Oberg 

Bruce & Sandy Swenson 

David & Susan Hayes 

Carol Wallace Spooner 

Casey & Georgette Renslow 
 

 

SUPPORTING $65 

JoAnn Frick 

Farrell Gunelius 

Leona Litchke 

William Rutherford 

John & Mary Schmitz 
 

 

 

ichs@paulbunyan.net 

research@paulbunyan.net 

www.itascahistorical.org 

   218-326-6431                    

PRESERVATION 

$100 

Central Square Mall 

Merton Rima 

Sheryl Tverberg 

Patricia Walls 

Jerry & Sue Pulkrabek 

 

PATRON 

$250 

Dede Emerson 
 

ASSOCIATE 

BUSINESS 

$500 
 

Super One  
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Remember to tell your friends our  
Museum is FREE!  

We just ask people to sign in on the guest book; it 
helps in gaining support when we  go before the 

County Board and when applying for grants. 

 
You can help us save on postage by getting your      

newsletter emailed to you. Please send your email      
address to ichs@paulbunyan.net  

 

Members: 
 
     Sometimes in life it’s not WHAT you know, but WHO you know that influences 
your experiences. This was the case when ICHS Board Member, Bruce Aition and I 
encountered John Bromstad and Jack McMahon. Aiton invited them to visit with 
us at ICHS to retell their oral histories. 
 
     Both fellows were raised in Grand Rapids in the late 1940s and early 50s.   

Bromstad has written the memoirs of McMahon in a book simply titled “Jack”. That book was the  
reference for the meeting. 
 
     If you have always lived in Grand Rapids you’ll get a kick out of hearing them talk about places like 
Costello’s Ice Cream Shop, Itasca Junior College and St. Joseph’s Catholic Church. 
 
     And the name dropping that went on during their testimonials was pure Grand Rapids. McMahon 
and Bromstad talked about Father Hennebry, Doctor McKenna and Reed Billeadeau along with a myr-
iad of other names you would know. 
 
     Their stories reflect lives spent on Pokegama Lake or getting summer jobs in a small town. But 
“Jack” also relates the story of a Grand-Rapids-boy-makes-good as Bromstad chronicles how  
McMahon  turned around a life of a goof-off Grand Rapids High School boy to a renowned orthopedic 
surgeon.  McMahon would go on to develop the McMahon total hip after perfecting total hip 
reconstruction. So, “Jack” is , in fact, 
John Edward McMahon II MD. 
 
     The men have given us permission to 
re-print “Jack” and make it available in 
our Gift Shop. It will go on sale in  
October. 
 
Lilah 

We have Beginner and   

Intermediate Genealogy  

kits available for  

starting your family tree. 
Left to right: ICHS Board Member Bruce Aiton; author of 

“Jack”, John Bromstad; John “Jack” Edward McMahon II MD 



 

 

                            

       STICKS  & STONES . . . 

Historical Sites of Itasca County  

      

     When we started this series of articles we told you that the variety of sites within Itasca 
County that have been placed in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) was impressive. 
And this site is the perfect example. 
 As early as 1852 there was talk of a need to stabilize the flow of the Mississippi River.  
Concerns about flood control and the need for improved navigation between St. Paul and St. 
Louis during low water periods drove the discussions. Talks, proposals and surveys continued  
until, in1880, the United States Congress authorized construction of an experimental dam at Lake  
Winnibigoshish (“Winnie”) on the Upper Mississippi River. The Winnie Dam, along with the Sandy 
Lake Dam that was completed in 1895,  was constructed of timber due to the wilderness state of 
the region. 
  By 1898 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers personnel noted that the timbers of the dam were  
deteriorating. Those original rock-filled timber crib structures would need to be upgraded. The 
Winnie Dam would the first to be replaced with a concrete structure. It was completed in 1900. 
   The current (now concrete) dam consists of an 800-foot earthen dike with stone or concrete 
dike slopes. The control structure has reinforced concrete abutments and five piers. Seven bays 
are located in the structure where five sluiceways are divided into three sections of stop logs for 
regulating the discharge. (Stop logs are a control element used in floodgates to adjust water 
level or flow rates) 
 Between 1912 and 1914 a five-foot fishway, to allow fish to pass by the dam, and a twelve-
foot log sluice were constructed. Neither are used today. 
  The control structure of the Winnie Dam supports a twenty-foot wide highway bridge built in 
1934 on County Road 9. Until 1966, when five stop log bays were fitted with slide gates, the 
dam was operated only by using a stop log system. 
  The Winnie Dam is associated with the first and largest reservoir constructed in the Upper 
Mississippi Reservoir System. You can see it in person by heading fourteen miles northwest of 
Deer River. 
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Itasca County Historical Society 
 201 North Pokegama Avenue 
 Grand Rapids, MN 55744 
 www.itascahistorical.org 
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2018 

ICHS Board of Directors 

 President                     Jim Uzelac 

 Vice President          Bruce Aiton         

 Treasurer                John Roessler 

 Secretary               Richard Lacher         

Leona Litchke      Roberta Truempler 

Barb Adams          Esther Hietala   

 Barb Shipka            Wilma Behm 

Randy Bragonier        Sue Kujala 

Honorary Board Member 

Wesley Sisson 

 Executive Director                

  Lilah Crowe 

Computer Technician 

Jeremy Anderson 

Bookkeeper 

Melissa McFadden 

KRC Genealogists  

Leona Litchke       Barb Adams 

Jean Harkins      

Senior SCSEP Program 

Jody Hane          Lynn Griffin 

Cheryl Thueson 

Volunteers 

Duane Eells            Heather Tardy 

Dan Seward            Jackie Dowell 

Anna Eells           Dorothy Pollard 

26th ICHS  

Annual Meeting 
Thursday October 25 

$15.00 or $25.00 Couple 
5:30 Appetizers 

6:00 Dinner 

7:00-7:15 Official Meeting 
 

Our Minnesota State Capitol  
From gleaming marble and vibrant art to new public spaces, the Minnesota State Capitol’s $310 
million renovation—the largest preservation effort since it opened in 1905—is complete. The 
Capitol now offers more public space, and the building’s historic furniture, artwork, and interior 
decorations have been restored to their 1905   appearance. Learn about the history and reha-
bilitation of this iconic building from Denis P. Gardner, Minnesota’s National Register Historian 
at the Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office. Gardner is the author of the newly released 
book Our Minnesota State Capitol: From Groundbreaking through Restoration.  

Call and reserve today! 218-326-6431 


