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BOARD  NEWS 
     
       The ICHS Board, volunteers and   
 staff were saddened by the recent loss 
 of Esther Hietala, an 18 year volunteer           
  and  Board member.  More than $1000 
 in memorial donations in her name 
 will be used  for shelving in our lower 
 level archives. 

     Our honorary  board member, Wes Sisson, spent his 
past summer vacation from studies at UMD to conduct 
research for the Itasca Veterans Project. Thanks Wes. 
     Another board member, Wilma Behm, has moved to 
South Dakota to be with family. She was a real asset here. 

      

     Our next annual exhibit 
will focus on the schools of 
Itasca County. The Board 
has decided to forgo a ten 
year tradition of offering 
new exhibits each spring 
and fall so the school display will open in September 
of 2020. 
 
      The tent sale & Hiway 38 garage sale raised more 
than $1000 for the Itasca Veterans Project which 
opens on November 9th. (See next page)  
       
     Please see the back page of this newsletter for  
information about this years Annual Meeting coming 
up on October 22. We look forward to seeing you. 
    

Access ICHS mobile web site  
www.itascahistorical.org 

  THINGS TO REMEMBER 
OCTOBER 

     Thursday 31     Halloween 
          NOVEMBER 

Saturday 2nd 
Itasca Veterans Project Fundraiser 
Grand Rapids Moose Lodge 4-8 pm 

 Tickets $6 for Pork sandwich & sides 
Sunday 3rd   

End Daylight saving time 
 

SATURDAY 9th  10:00a.m.—4:00 p.m. 
GRAND OPENING 

ITASCA VETERANS PROJECT 
 

11th Thursday  
Veteran’s  Day 
28th Thursday  

Thanksgiving Day 

 
 

DECEMBER 

 
 
 
 
 

24th Tuesday   Christmas Eve 
25th Wednesday   Christmas Day 

31st  Tuesday   New Years Eve 
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ITASCA GENEALOGY 
Genealogy meetings: 1st Thursday of the month, (except for January and July) 

6:00 p.m. at the Karjala Genealogy and History Research Center. New and seasoned  

genealogists are welcome to come and learn more about how and  

where to research your family tree.  

2019  SUPPORTING TOWNSHIPS           Lone Pine      Bigfork      Blackberry             

Carpenter        Wabana       Kinghurst       Splithand        Wildwood       Arbo       Balsam                

Feeley   Sago     Wirt     Harris       Deer River      Lawrence     Wawina 

2019 ITASCA COUNTY & CITIES   —   Itasca County         Grand Rapids       

        LaPrairie      Nashwauk       Bigfork     Calumet     Keewatin 

                                                               GRAND  OPENING 

THE ITASCA COUNTY VETERAN’S HISTORY PROJECT 
      On November 9th ICHS will open a new, permanent display featuring veterans stories and the military 

service of Itasca County residents. This new exhibit will be the culmination of extensive research and  

investigation into military records, including oral histories, from Itasca County veterans.  

     Working with service clubs throughout the county we have been archiving service records, photos and 

various artifacts for the display.  

     Itasca Veterans  Project has a room for the exhibit itself and an interactive data base kiosk to feature men 

and women who have served. 

Andrew L. Bunderman of Bovey is one example. 

     During a violent engagement with enemy forces at  

Combat Outpost KEATING, First Lieutenant Bunderman  

orchestrated the defense of that outpost preventing it from  

falling into the hands of a Taliban force of more than 400  

enemy fighters. First Lieutenant Bunderman commanded the 

troops in controlling force protection, integrating air support 

and indirect fire assets, and overseeing the complex concert of 

various enablers to win an arduous battle against a numerically 

superior enemy.  

According to his commendation, “his leadership under fire and 

disregard for his own personal safety in the midst of heavy and 

sustained enemy contact are in keeping with the finest                  

traditions of the United States Army.”   This is just one of the  

                                                                        hundreds of stories told in the Itasca Veterans Project. 

     

 The GRAND OPENING will be held  

all day Saturday, November 9th  

from 10:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.   

 

   The Grand Rapids North Star Women’s Club will be  

serving refreshments as people look through this  

incredible exhibit. 

   Then on Sunday, we are hosting a special presentation 

featuring author John Kriesel at Timberlake Lodge. 

Tickets are $10.00 and Veterans are admitted FREE. 

      

 Andrew L. Bunderman (center) of Bovey receives 

the Silver Star for gallantry in action with the 4th 

Infantry Division serving in Afghanistan  in 2009. 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT 
July through September 2019 

 

INDIVIDUAL $25 
 

Dale Benson 

Jean Tinquist 

Erin Roth 

Duane Benson 

Flora Conklin 

Pauline Boynton 

Larry Johnson 

Joanne Ford 

Mavis Gould 

Craig Engwell 

Mary Johnson 

Kenneth Olson 

Mary Anderson 

Nancy Nordin 

Richard Green 

Katherine Ertl 

Mark Rieger 

Claire Anderson 

Robert McElfatrick 
 

 

 

 

 

 

FAMILY 

 

SUPPORTING $65 
 

Farrell Gunelius  

 

PRESERVATION 

$100 

Patricia Walls 

Sheryl Tverberg 

Central Square Mall 

Merton Rima 

Bruce & Karen Ogle 

 

 

 

ichs@paulbunyan.net 

research@paulbunyan.net 

www.itascahistorical.org 

   218-326-6431                    

PATRON 

$250 

Cole Hardware Inc. 

      

       ICHS wants to thank            

  each and every one of  

  you for your support  

  over this past year. 

      Because of you our 

  volunteers and staff are 

  able to complete all the 

  projects and exhibits that 

  tell the story of Itasca 

  County. 

    You are the heart blood 

  of ICHS, and we  

THANK YOU !!!   
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Remember to tell your friends our  
Museum is FREE!  

We just ask people to sign in on the guest book; it 
helps in gaining support when we  go before the 

County Board and when applying for grants. 

 
You can help us save on postage by getting your      

newsletter emailed to you. Please send your email      
address to ichs@paulbunyan.net  

 

Members: 
     We hope you will come to the grand opening of the Itasca Veterans 

Project exhibit. It started with Vice President Bruce Aiton saying to me, “I 

want to leave a legacy, Lilah. I turned 80 and realized I’m getting old.” He 

looked at our museum and said, “There is nothing telling the story of our 

veterans.” We have come a long way since then. The Board started by 

each donating to the project to the tune of $6,000. We’re almost at our goal of $40,000! 

   Every summer we put together the ‘Grand Rapids Indians’ & other traveling exhibits for 

Grand Rapids class reunions. It takes a long time to set up & take down for each event. 

Jeremy and I asked Northern Air Plumbing & Heating to design a traveling exhibit box that 

would be easy set up & take down. We got a grant from Lake Country Power to make up 

four traveling exhibits. They are wonderful! We now have 6 of them traveling. There are 

two (Judy Garland & Florence Huntley) at Old Central School. There is a ‘Pike for Vets’ one 

and one on Enbridge about the first pipeline built in Itasca County. Ethel Deal celebrated a 

milestone birthday so we have one at her assisted living home. The Grand Rapids Library 

Foundation is celebrating its 25th anniversary so another exhibit is in the library lobby. 

The new exhibit boxes make it so easy to put up a display and take them down. We are 

applying for another grant to create four more traveling exhibits. 

     Our fall genealogy class was full.  Ten students came in and all of them gave us a great 

evaluation of the class. The two youngest of the students are attending ICC. They were 

skilled at the computer & found many grandparents. One found a half-brother she did not 

know of and is doing a DNA test now. 

     We don’t have many 2019 sets of playing cards left. We are preparing the 2020   

edition. The Christmas gifts for this year are the book 

markers, magnets & post cards called “Advice from 

Nature”. So cute. Stop and shop! 

Lilah                 

We have Beginner and   

Intermediate Genealogy  

kits available for  

starting your family tree. 
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Get your tickets now!! 
Two showings Friday night at 10 and at midnight 

at Old Central School in Grand Rapids 



 

 

Itasca County Historical Society 
 201 North Pokegama Avenue 
 Grand Rapids, MN 55744 
 www.itascahistorical.org 

page 6 

2019 

ICHS Board of Directors 

 President                     Jim Uzelac 

 Vice President          Bruce Aiton         

 Treasurer                John Roessler 

 Secretary               Richard Lacher       

  Roberta Truempler 

Leona Litchke      Barb Adams         

 Barb Shipka         Jean Harkins           

Randy Bragonier        Sue Kujala 

Wesley Sisson; Honorary  

 Executive Director                

  Lilah Crowe 

Computer Technician 

Jeremy Anderson 

Bookkeeper 

Melissa McFadden 

KRC Genealogists  

Leona Litchke       Barb Adams 

Jean Harkins      

Senior SCSEP Program 

     Cheryl Thueson 

Volunteers 

 Duane Eells               Heather Tardy 

Dan Seward                  Anna  Eells 

Dorothy Pollard       Jackie Dowell 

Jody Hane                   Scott Carter 

 

Call in your reservation 

to this great event! 

Dinner provided again by 

the Grand Rapids North 

Star Women’s Club 
Free will offering  

218-326-6431 

At the Blandin Foundation  

Tuesday October 22th 

Appetizers 5:30 Dinner 6:00 P.M. 

27th Annual Dinner 

Itasca County Historical Society Membership 


