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BOARD  NEWS 
 
 
 
 
 

We had a wonderful grand opening for 
the River Room and later the annual 

meeting at the new VFW dining room. 
47 people came out for the dinner. 

Board voted on a new security       
company for the building security. Two 

new board   
members were 
elected at the 

November Board 
meeting. Ginny 

Frahm and    
Peggy Hagen, both are great artists 

that have been volunteering here for 
the last 4 years. Peggy will be doing 
some more murals for the outside of 

the building, while Ginny helps set-up 
and design the Escape Room. She also 
does great window displays! We now 

have a full board of 13 members.  
 

   
 
 

 
 
 
 
                       

 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Reserve your hour at the 
Escape Room!  
218-326-6431 

 

Grandpa’s Workroom; 
Keeper of the Goods!” 

 

 Grand Rapids 
North Star 

Women's club 
came in and put 
together over 

2400 cookie in 
trays for the 
WinterGlo 

event at the 
Central Square Mall. ICHS raised $250 being 
the host of the Crafts and Bake Sale. 

We welcomed the newest 

“member of ICHS… 
Nickolas was made by   
Peggy Hagen and donated 
to ICHS. We showed him 

off at the mall and now are 
getting ready for this next 
year as a raffle fundraiser.                       

 

We will start in July during the            
“Christmas in July” celebrations!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peggy Hagen Ginny Frahm 
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ITASCA GENEALOGY 
Covid-19 has put a stop to the monthly meetings. We will start again in February of 2022 

My Journal: by Sven Johan Olsen 
(Prepared in finished form by my beloved wife, Sarah Olsen) 

      

May 1, 1920: It is May Day of 1920 here in Moose Park, Minnesota. Our family celebrated this holiday 
in Finland by getting together with relatives and having parties and dances. The best part of the festivities 
was the enormous cake we would prepare and eat together. Here in America, they have the candy basket 
exchange. I received five baskets from my friends who live on nearby farms. Of course, I returned the favors. 
When I think about it, I honestly do not know which country’s celebration I prefer. They are just different, I 
guess. I do miss my extended family, though. 
       I am ten years old now, and my dad just fixed up my bike that had been hanging in the garage.  He al-
ways takes a week or two after I pester him about it. So, I bothered him early this year while there was still 
snow on the ground, and I am now the first kid biking around our farm’s neighborhood this spring. 
       As I write in my journal for the first time, I find I am enjoying it. My mother said that writing helps you live 
a good life because it makes you reflect on yourself and learn. That sounds good, of course, but I find I just 
like talking about myself. Mom calls this self-expression. Whatever you wish to call it, it is fun. 
       I am told by my mother that I am verbally inclined for my age. If this is true, perhaps I will have this    
published after I have lived a full life, or I will have close family and friends read it. 
      For the first eight years of my life, our family lived in Finland. Many of those earliest years were before I 
can remember. But fortunately, mom and dad have good memories and have told me repeatedly about all the 
things I did during that time.   
     Mother says that she felt extremely happy when she was pregnant with me and that I seemed to behave 
well in her womb. She told me that some of her friends who were also pregnant at the time complained bitter-
ly of being kicked and pushed uncomfortably. I am glad I was a good kid, even before being born. 
     Mother also said that I was a late baby and pretty big by the time she had me.   Apparently, the labor was 
difficult, and the midwife had a doctor take over the proceedings using forceps. But she claimed that was the 
only complication. And, of course, when we talk about this, she always says she loves me, and the difficulty I 
caused was worth it to her. She is very loving and sounds a lot like my friends' moms. I have to admit I love 
her too. 
     I was told by my dad that I learned to walk at an early age. He always points out that this was a sign that I 
would do well in sports, which I have. One of dad's favorite stories is about the first walk I ever took. Dad 
says I took my first steps very tenuously, just like every other child. I was constantly falling. So, he and    
mother thought at the time that I would never be able to go far from wherever I was put. For three or four 
days after I began walking, I stumbled around the back porch of our farmhouse and was often unattended. 
Then, suddenly, one day, I simply disappeared. My parents, of course, were beside themselves. They looked 
everywhere for me. Finally, a neighbor came calling. He was holding me in his arms and looked at my par-
ents with a concerned expression. “You should keep tabs on your child better,” he said. “I found him  stum-
bling among my herd of dairy cows. He could have been killed!” 
     I guess my dad apologized profusely. Years later, he would always say he never completely forgave    
himself for letting me walk/stumble my way into danger like that.  
     My first memory is playing with a wooden choo-choo train while I was tied to an oak tree near the family 
garden. My mother had to do chores and could not take me with her as I was too heavy. So, she tied me to 
nearby trees and let me play by myself. It sounds insensitive to me now that I am in America and have many 
friends to play with. But I am sure she was just doing what she had to do. 
     And that leads me to America. Farms here are more extensive than those in Finland, but at the same 
time, people in America seem to move around and visit each other more. Things are faster here. I find that I 
can ride my bike to see my best friend, Robby, almost anytime I want. Whereas, before in Finland, I was   
often stuck playing by myself. 
    One last thing about America, I remember traveling with my family on a steamer toward Liberty Island and 

seeing the Statue of Liberty. It was so immense and stately looking. I knew when I saw it that my new life in 

this new country was going to be good.      

Dan Seward helped us with a journal for the new Escape Room, we are putting a part of it in this newsletter for             
you to get a flavor of what we do for the Escape Room! 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT 
July 2021 through November 2021 

2021  SUPPORTING TOWNSHIPS:  Lone Pine   Blackberry   Wirt   Carpenter         
Wabana   Kinghurst   Arbo    Balsam   Feeley   Sago    Harris     Deer River    Lawrence     
Wawina    Stokes   Bowstring   Nashwauk 
 
2021 ITASCA COUNTY & CITIES   —   Itasca County         Grand Rapids       
 LaPrairie      Nashwauk       Bigfork     Calumet     Keewatin    Taconite 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
INDIVIDUAL $25 

 

Nancy Nordin 
Corie Thompson 
Adam Backstrom 
Carolyn Hanka 
David Marshall 

Ruth (Jellison) Dickie 
Flora Conklin 
Jean Tinquist 

Jean Schaeppoi-Anderson 
Sandy Peterson 
Phyliss Magelky 

Leo & Edna Trunt 
Kris Ferraro 

Joann Bakken 
James Sherry 

Norma Eppinga 
Jacqueline Dowell 

Derek Stanley 
Margaret Cone 
Ken Olson Sr. 

Carolyn Petersen 
Benders Shoe & Sport 

Shirley Loegering 

 

FAMILY  $40 
Bill Mager 

Will Backers 
Elisabeth Jones 
Duane Benson 

Saundra Helgeson 
Tom Lindsay 

Mike & Barb Shipka 
Ted & Barbara James 

Duane & Ginny Frahm 
Andrew Nintzel 

Charles H. Corwin 
Julian Bly Hoshal 

William & Anne Langford 
Robert Best 

Casey & Georgette Renslow 
David & Susan Hayes 

Glenn & Deborah Wiessner 
Michael & Roberta Truempler 

 
SUPPORTING $65 

Richard & Sharon King 
John & Mary Darragh Schmitz 

Marvin & Mary Ott 
Richard & Beverly Johnson 

William Rutherford 
Jim & Wendy Uzelac 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

As you do your tax 
and estate        

planning, please 
keep us in mind. 

ICHS is a 501(c)(3) 
and as such can ac-

cept charitable    
donations. An 

RMD from your re-
tirement account 

can be made        
directly to us. 

PRESERVATION $100 
Merton Rima 
Connie Daigle 
Patricia Feld 

Jerry Witherill 
Treasure Bay Printing 

Donald & Leona Litchke 
Meredith Bleifuss 

Frank & Johanne King 
 
 

PATRON $250 + 
 

Dede Emerson 
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Remember to tell your friends our  
Museum is FREE!  

We just ask people to sign in on the guest book; it 
helps in gaining support when we  go before the 

County Board and when applying for grants. 

Members: 
  

I looked back at the newsletter that went out in January of 2021 and not 
much has changed! Jeremy had fallen and got hurt, and has never really re-
covered from covid-19 and blastomycosis in the lungs they think from the 
fall! Also we were writing how many people we knew had Covid-19 and now 
we are again one of the top counties that has big numbers of covid-19 cases. 
One big difference is that the River Room is now open and people and tour-

ists are just loving it. The story we have written about the Turtle Penny and Snapper Sandy is 
underway and soon will be published. What a great way to connect to the river. 
Dan Rabbitt’s family is thrilled on how we put together his Great Grandfathers legacy. He real-
ly is happy to share his history! 
Praise to the 4 volunteers working at home on the veterans entries.  We are getting more eve-
ry day. It happens more around Veterans Day where people are thinking about their family 
members and the service they made. 
Now, that the River Room is in place, we are refocusing on the Itasca School Gallery. We are 
using our research center to tell the school stories from country schools, public schools and 
home schools.  
The new escape room is open, Dan and Wesley are the game masters. The advertising is start-
ing soon. The escape room gift certificates have been a hit! This is one of the hardest games 
yet…. 
The Blandin Foundation is removing their archival boxes from the lower level this next week. 
We will have room for the accessed items which because of covid we have not been able to 
complete their progress. We are 2 years behind in this area. Once the volunteers are back 
here, we will continue to access and preserve.  
One of our new board members Peggy, donated to ICHS a handmade Nicolas to help raise 
funds for this next year. We are going to hold a raffle starting in July.  We will draw the win-
ners of the raffle at the annual meeting in October. Remember to get your ticket…. 
Eight ICHS volunteers operated the 
Grand Rapids High School Football 
concession stand this fall. We raised 
$1250 for ICHS. We were so good, the 
Grand Rapids High School girls basket-
ball has asked us to operate their con-
cession stand. One good thing about 
that is its indoors! We have had a blast 
doing this.                                            Lilah 

Football volunteers: Dan Seward, Sue Kujala, Thom-
as Schmoll, Terri Crowe, Kristin Wochnick, Andy 
Nintzel, Wesley Sisson, Lola Nintzel, Maisy Nintzel, 
Farrell Crowe and Tom Schmoll! 
 

It really was a GREAT time for us all! 



 

 

 

 

ichs@paulbunyan.net 
www.itascahistorical.org 

www.itascaveteransproject.com 
   218-326-6431                    
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        Itasca Veterans Project 
          In Honor of Bruce A. Aiton 

     Whose Vision Became This Reality 

We have almost reached the goal of $5,000! 

Thank you…. 
Shona Zimmerman, Robin Russ, Kathryn Aiton, Roberta       
Anderson, Janet McNeil, Merton & Delores Herdman, Scott 
Dunbar & Nancy Neilhouse, Dorothy Pollard, Marva Jean 
Hutchins, John & Lorraine Aiton, Denice Herman, Susan 
Kujala, Irvanette Hall, Smartronics, Barbara Bong, Helen Bong, 
David & Gwendolyn Rinker, James & Virginia Taylor, William 
& Mary Butler, Richard Lacher, Ashley Thielke, Jeff & Laurell 
Aiton, John & Kathy Plisha 

The donations received in memory of Bruce will be used for 
a visual display that will enable the visitor to view the         

recordings of Itasca County Veterans’ stories. 

Best Stocking Stuffers in Town!                                              
Stop in at the gift shop and see what's new!  



 

 

Itasca County Historical Society 
 201 North Pokegama Avenue 
 Grand Rapids, MN 55744 
 www.itascahistorical.org 
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2021 

ICHS Board of Directors 
 President                  Andy Nintzel 
 Vice President             Jim Uzelac     
 Treasurer                     Sue Kujala 
 Secretary               Richard Lacher      
      Roberta Truempler   Ginny Frahm  

Leona Litchke      Barb Adams              
Jean Harkins    John Weber       

Randy Bragonier        Wesley Sisson  
 Peggy Hagen 

Executive Director                
  Lilah Crowe 

Computer Technician 
Jeremy Anderson 

Bookkeeper 
Melissa McFadden 
KRC Genealogists  

Leona Litchke       Barb Adams 
Jean Harkins   

Membership Volunteer 
JoLynn Crowe 

 
Volunteers 

 Dan Seward                   Anna  Eells 
Dorothy Pollard            Duane Eells 
Ruth Martin                  Scott Carter 
Jackie Dowell              Jean Koewler 

NEW ESCAPE ROOM 
 

Grandpa’s Workroom; 
Keeper of the Goods” 

 
You're invited to the reading 
of the Grandpa’s Will! 
 

Family, friends, grandchildren, sons and daughters, grandpa’s will 
has the clue to get you started in the new Escape Room!  
 

Let's get to the bottom of the tool box… 
 

Call and make your reservation today! 

218-326-6431  of the tool box...  

tel:2183266431

