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A GOOD SUMMER READ 

All books available in the Gift Shop 

 

   “After the Pines” by local author,  

Jody Hane recounts 125 years of 

Grand Rapids & Itasca County  

history. Every town (even ghost 

towns!) & township has a chapter.  

Filled with great photos that celebrate 

the  Quasquicentennial of both county 

and town. 
 
 

“Dedication to Duty” by Harvey 
Dahline offers stories from his 43 
years of service as a Grand Rapids 
police officer.  It’s filled with per-
sonal commentary, memories & 
observations seen as only one 
with a service perspective can re-
late them. 
 

 

“The 

Story of 

Sisler’s Rvierside 

Dairy”  tells stories of life on a  

rural Itasca County dairy farm in 

the very early days. The setting is 

LaPrairie and the tale is of the 

Sisler family. A fascinating read. 

    
     DeDe Emerson left 
Grand Rapids for New 
York City in the 50s. She 
served as a United Na-
tions representative on 
sixty missions in 97 coun-
tries.  
     
Her book, “And For My 
Next Act… from Bebop to 
the United Nations and 
Beyond” tells her interest-
ing tales  of that singular 
journey. 
 
    Last October, Emerson was a guest speaker at the 
Grand Rapids Public Library where she told her stories 
and signed books for her readers. 
 
     Emerson is also the author of  “A Different Kind of 
Streetwalker—-Manhattan by Foot, One Block at a 
Time” which features fanciful and unusual photographs 
of the city. 

Access ICHS mobile web site  
www.itascahistorical.org 

MEMORIAL DAY 
May 29th 

Thank a Vet 

and never forget ! 
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ITASCA GENEALOGY 
Genealogy meetings: 1st Thursday of the month, (except for January and July) 

6:00 p.m. at the Karjala Genealogy and History Research Center. New and seasoned  

genealogists are welcome to come and learn more about how and  

where to research your family tree.  

2016  SUPPORTING TOWNSHIPS 
  Bigfork    Blackberry    Carpenter    Wabana    Bearville    Kinghurst    Splithand 

 Balsam         Feeley         Arbo       Sago           Wirt         Harris 

ITASCA COUNTY & CITIES 

     Itasca County       Grand Rapids       LaPrairie        Nashwauk    Bigfork 

 
 

STAIRWAY TO THE STARS 
 

     Genealogy is more than the study of your ancestral lines, it’s the knowledge of what role your family 
or ancestors played in history...yours and that of the places they lived.  It connects you to fabric of the 
community and, once in a while, shows you that you have a lineage or pedigree of talented, unique, 
and interesting people. 
     If you haven’t stopped in lately, this is something you will want to see.  
     Many years ago the YMCA Senior Center remodeled and we got a call to come over and pick up the 
18 foot painting said to be done by 
Ted Tinquist. Well, we did and put it in 
storage.  
     After our stairway was painted, 
Jeremy’s brother-in-law, Jason 
Ramey, came over and put up two 
sections of that painting. 
     Jim & Tess Uzelac were touring 
the new exhibit  when Jim asked if he 
could show his mother the basement 
storage room. On the way downstairs 
Tess stopped him and said, “My 
mother painted one of these sec-
tions.” We then found out that her 
great uncle, Tom Fraser painted one 
section and her  mother, Tillie  
Delorme, painted another. 
     This picture ran beside a story 
in the Herald-Review but the story 
contained misinformation.  
      Because of a chance visit to the 
Itasca County Historical Society  
Museum, we finally got the right  
information! 
     We are really excited to know that 
several Itasca County resident/artists 
had a hand in painting this beautiful 
mural. 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT 
JANUARY through MARCH 

 

PRESERVATION 

$100 
Keith Austin 

Tim & Lynn Moratzka 

Wayne & Corinne 

Jacobson 

 

SPONSORING 

PATRON 

Richard Lacher 

Andrew Shaw Law 

Office 

 
Business  

Memberships 
 

Allen County Library 

L & M Fleet Supply 

American Bank of 

the North 

Flowers by Jeannie 

SYNERGY within 

wellness 

 

INDIVIDUAL 

$25 
Karen Vickberg 

Donna Krueger 

Darwin Dalen 

Diane Hannah 

Carol Brandon 

Jean Bengston Winter 

Elaine Pauley 

Karen Giuliano 

Wilma Behm 

Lil Hopponen 

Mary Jo Gibbons 

Gwen Heywood 

Mae Anderson 

Denise Davies 

David Broberg 

Mark Anderson 

Tom & Barb Adams 

Barbara Nalan 

Shirley Zachman 

Kenneth Krugel 

Patricia Hill 

Linda Skalman 

Marian Longrie 

Oliver Juntanen 

 

FAMILY  

$40 
Duane & Anna Eells 

Niels & Bonnie  Henriksen 

Cheryl Kallberg 

Ray & Linda Embertson 

Jerome & Julie Ingstad 

Bill & Pat Davis, Jr. 

Margaret Matteson 

Jody & JoLynn Crowe 

Art Norton & Karen Noyce 

Sandy Chapin 

 
 

 

 

 

SUPPORTING $65 

Virginia Russ Chalmers 

Lenice Renner 

Jan Mary Hill 

 

 

ichs@paulbunyan.net 

research@paulbunyan.net 

www.itascahistorical.org 

   218-326-6431                    
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Remember to tell your friends our  
Museum is FREE!  

We just ask people to sign in on the guest 
book; it helps in gaining support when we  go 

before the County Board and when applying 

for grants. 

 
You can help us save on postage by getting your news-

letter emailed to you. Please send your email address to 
ichs@paulbunyan.net  

Members, 
    For those of you who attended the ’Then and Now’ exhibit grand opening 
you will know when I say, we had a wonderful time and great food! Lots of 
people have come in since and have enjoyed the new  exhibit. We also had 
some corrections from visitors on the buildings and what  was in them  back 
then . . . and now. It’s times like that where we learn how important documen-
tation really is!    

    The Board of Directors approved a proposed plan for 2018 to develop a new traveling exhibit telling 
the story of the picture GRACE which is celebrating its centennial. We are going to be very busy this 
year with celebrating several anniversaries: Itasca County Fair’s 125th; Vintage Car Club’s 50th; First 
English Lutheran’s 100th; and some townships. 
    ICHS purchased a new scanner. This scanner is able to scan up to 17 –inch pictures and books. We 
are being trained on it now & have so far done two books. Not only does it scan, it also has a program 
to make the scans searchable. What a gift for those looking for family members. 
    We received a large collection from the Nashwauk area  this last month. Norma Brown, a lifetime 
resident of Nashwauk, collected many business and organization memorabilia and donated them to 
ICHS. What a story we will be able to tell of Nashwauk people and businesses. 
    We held two genealogy classes in March. Remember, if you would like to start your family tree (or 
bush!) stop in and we will start you with a beginner’s kit and help you with Ancestry.com. The classes 
got going  and no one really wanted to stop searching, they were truly hooked! 
    After celebrating our Quasquicentennial last year, I put together a program similar to the ‘Then and 
Now’ exhibit and have shown it to organizations. If your group would like me to speak, please let me 
know. I have four programs scheduled in April so far. 
    Personal note: getting better every day! As you can see my energy level is better and my creative 
side is coming out again. Much to the dismay, I’m sure, of the volunteers that thought they were  
going to take it easy this year! Thank you for your concern and prayers this past year.  
    Enjoy your summer! 
    Yours, Lilah 

We have Beginner and   

Intermediate Genealogy  

kits available for  

starting your family tree. 

Only $5.95 

 

In men whom men condemn as ill 

  I find so much of goodness still. 

In men whom men pronounce divine 

  I find so much of sin and blot 

  I hesitate to draw the line 

Between the two, where God has not. 
                                        Joaquin Miller 



 

 

CALENDAR of EVENTS 
So much is happening before  the next edition of your Quarterly Newsletter. Here’s a look. 

 
APRIL 

Easter Sunday is April 16th 
And on the 22nd we celebrate Earth Day 

 
MAY 

May 13th is the 2017 Fishing Opener 
May 14th is Mother’s Day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JUNE 
Father’s Day is the 18th 

 
SCHOOL’s OUT on JUNE 2nd 
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FEATURED VOLUNTEER 
     Barb Adams is a dedicated volunteer who spends her 

Monday afternoons working on genealogy. She is 

available to help anyone with their own ancestry 

Search. 

     Barb also volunteers on Thursday with the Accession 

Committee. This group has the tedious task of taking in 

Board approved items and then commencing to: 

1. Number each items 

2. Designate them as ‘archive’, ‘photo’, ‘object’ or  

      ‘library’ material 

3. Categorize & prepare a written description 

4. Assign a storage location 

5. Maintain the accession records 

    Barb was a member of the Itasca Genealogy Club when 

in 2008 they merged with ICHS  which changed their  

by-laws to include a genealogist on the board. 

    Barb says “it’s all fascination with where you come  

from” that keeps her involved with genealogy and 

with ICHS. 



 

 

Itasca County Historical Society 
 201 North Pokegama Avenue 
 Grand Rapids, MN 55744 
 www.itascahistorical.org 
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ICHS Board of Directors 
 President             John Zimmerman  

 Vice President    Jim Uzelac  

 Treasurer           John Roessler 

 Secretary            Richard Lacher 

Leona Litchke        Bruce Aiton 

Barb Shipka          Barb Adams 

John Schroeder    Esther Hietala   

 Roberta Truempler   Andy Shaw 

 Executive Director                
  Lilah Crowe 

Computer Technician 
Jeremy Anderson 

Bookkeeper 

Melissa McFadden 

KRC Genealogists  
Leona Litchke       Barb Adams 

Jean Harkins      

Senior SCSEP Program 
Jody Hane 

Jean Harkins            Sue Sheldon  

Maxine Stone      Cheryl Thueson   

Volunteers 
Duane Eells         Heather Tardy 

Dan Seward         Jackie Dowell 

Anna Eells         Dorothy Pollard 

Our own version of 

“Leave it to Beaver” 

 

   Yes, that’s our own Jeremy 

Anderson as ‘Bartleby Beaver’ 

in the recent Grand Rapids 

Player’s production of “The 

Ballad of Newton Badger” 

which was locally written and 

produced by Sam Miltich and 

Nathan Bergstedt. 

    Makes you proud, doesn’t it?! 
 


