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    Newly elected Jim Uzelac will start serving as board 

president at the January Board Meeting. Bruce Aiton 

moved up to the vice-presidents position. 

    Another new addition  to the board is Wilma Behm. 

Wilma moved here from South Dakota and is fascinated 

with learning how to “write your own history stories”. She 

is working on an all day writing seminar for later on this 

year. She also volunteered to help get a local artist in to 

develop the Indian exhibit. Wilma also volunteered this last 

year to tell ghost stories during the ghost tour and during 

“Spooky Timbers” at the Forest History Center. 

    The building committee recommended that 1.5% of the 

budget be put in a separate account to use for future  

projects. Well, the staff and I can attest to the wisdom of 

such a plan after the furnace went out during this cold  

season. We had to replace 3 parts. It was rather cold for the 

whole day, but we did learn that a extra heater in storage is 

a good thing. We also replaced 2 of the large windows this 

past year.  

    For 2018, the committee is meeting in  

January to review the year and plan for 

improvements and maintenance of our 

building. 

We are slowly paying down our mortgage.  

In 2017 we were able to pay $17,144 with 

only $46,458 as a remaining balance.      

Access ICHS mobile web site  
www.itascahistorical.org 

20172017 VISITORS 
   ICHS is just a little building on a corner in a little 

town. Maybe that’s why it’s always exciting and a 

little amazing, how far people travel to visit our  

little corner. We’re not surprised to look through the 

guest registry in the museum to find signatures from 

around the state. Towns like Thief River Falls and 

Hallock in the farthest northwest corner to  

Rochester in the most southeastern corner are  

included. Towns in between are listed: Aitkin, 

Mora, Ely, Grey Eagle, Nimrod,  Waite Park, 

Remer, Nowthen, Twig, Corcoran, Baytown, Bell 

Plaine plus at least 50 others are represented. 

    The number of states found (at least 3/4 of all the 

states in the country!) listed in the registry is more 

interesting. People come from Wisconsin, New 

Hampshire, Arizona, Michigan, Virginia, Utah, 

Indiana and Iowa, Nevada, Montana, Washington, 

North and South Dakota, Texas, Maryland,  

California, Illinois, Missouri, Florida, Colorado, 

Maine, New York, Pennsylvania, Oregon, Ohio, 

Tennessee, Georgia, Nebraska, Kansas,  

Massachusetts, North Carolina, and even from  

Hawaii! 

   But most fascinating are those international  

visitors who sign the guest registry. They travel 

from the Canadian provinces of  Saskatchewan,  

Ontario, and Manitoba. 

    It’s not just our neighbors to the north who stop 

by the ICHS museum or research center. Beyond 

our northerly neighbors there are folks who travel 

from Denmark, Ireland, Spain, Finland, France, 

Norway, Germany and, unexpectedly, all the way 

from Australia! 

   That’s quite a travelogue for a little building on a 

corner in a little town where you’ll find the Itasca 

County Historical Society! 

   Please see Page 2 of this newsletter to see how our 

own researcher, Jean Harkins, worked on a specific 

research request and the steps taken to find any and 

all information possible to fulfill that request. 

New Board member, Wilma Behm 
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ITASCA GENEALOGY 
Genealogy meetings: 1st Thursday of the month, (except for January and July) 

6:00 p.m. at the Karjala Genealogy and History Research Center. New and seasoned  

genealogists are welcome to come and learn more about how and  

where to research your family tree.  

2017 SUPPORTING TOWNSHIPS       Lone Pine  Bigfork  Blackberry             

Carpenter  Wabana   Bearville   Kinghurst   Splithand   Wildwood   Arbo   Balsam     

Feeley   Sago   Wirt   Harris   Grattan   Deer River   Lawrence  Wawina 

ITASCA COUNTY & CITIES— Itasca County 

  Grand Rapids    LaPrairie    Nashwauk     Bigfork   Calumet   Keewatin 

 

   The Karjala Genealogy & History Research Center is staffed by three knowledgeable  genealogists who 

are available to help people in their quests for information. One of those staffers is Jean Harkins, who  

related this story. 

  “We had some fascinating research requests this year. The first was from a Twin Cities film company 

researching  a historical movie production of the book ‘The Last of the Giants’ by Harry Rimmer, LL.D.  

c. 1948. 

  This book contained a story about an outlaw ex-prize fighter by name of John Sornberger who sought 

refuge in the Bigfork area. He was a drinker & drifted the area down to Grand Rapids. The saloons were 

open day & night and after a few drinks Sornberger would pick fights. He had his own gang that followed 

him from town to town. 

  Later on he took on the alias of “Jack McWilliams”  & was called “Bull of the Woods” by Twin Cities 

boxing promoters. Fighters known to be involved in “McWilliams” boxing career included “Tom Beaver”, 

“Cannibal Jones” & “Professor Lewis” who had a boxing academy. “McWilliams” traveled the region for 

eight years & was a champion in two divisions and winner of 127 boxing bouts. However, once back in 

northern Minnesota he got into  trouble with the law & was wanted in every county in northern Minnesota 

as well as in four states. He eventually settled in the Bemidji area where it was thought he took himself a 

common-law wife. He was literally on the run though no one knows for how long. 

  He was hiding out in a root cellar along with several other lumber jacks when a well-known sky pilot, 

Frank Higgins, happened on them. Higgins made them all read Bible verses and sing hymns. He wanted 

Sornberger (& the others) to become Christians so they wouldn’t back-slide into their old ways. It took  

several visits and teachings before Sornberger saw the light. He later became a minister and traveled to 

lumber camps in the north woods spreading the ‘good news’. 

   Sornberger (aka “McWilliams”) was convinced, by Higgins, to see the governor of Minnesota to get a 

pardon for his past crimes. 

   Most of this information was in the book, but upon our research of archival photos, manuscript files, 

other books, obituaries plus the Grand Rapids Herald Review and Bigfork newspaper, very little of the 

information was verifiable”. 

  When we research at the history center of ICHS we look to newspapers, family  & oral histories, city  

directories, plat books and cemetery records. We look at Ancestry.com for census details. All of these  

resources are available to the public at no charge.  When research  becomes more in-depth or you need 

one-on-one assistance from one of our three qualified and trained genealogists costs may be incurred. 

    We encourage you to allow us to make copies of your important documents and photos, to record oral 

histories, note artifacts to keep on file for future research. The things you know and share may make 

you the “missing link” in your families history! 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT 
October through December 2017 

INDIVIDUAL 

$25 
Gwen Litchke 

Terry Harris 

Derek Stanley 

Marjorie Corner 

JoAnn Bakken 

Carl Johnson 

Jean Howes Knowles 

Bender’s Shoes & Sport 

Leo Trunt 

Carolyn Petersen 

Kris Ferraro 

Terry Snyder 

 Joan Trunt 

Colleen Chute 

Gwen Heywood 

Joe Burich 

Janet M. Stejskal 

Dave Schultz 

Jean Bengston Winter 

Tom & Barbara 

Swentkofske 

FAMILY  

$40 
Joe & Carol Spooner 

Barbara Ready 

Duane & Ginny Frahn 

Julie Wright 

Patti Olson 

Margaret Cone 

Lee & Mary Jo Jess 

Mary Randall 

Tim & Joan Bonner 

David Lewis 

Jim & Patti Marshall 

Orlyn & Bonnie Olson 

Dave & Marilyn Hutchinson 

Joan Isaacs 

Jane Quitney 

 Robert Best 

Bruce & Diane Mangseth 

Esther Hietala 

Leonard Hirsch 

William & Anne Langford 

Roberta & Mike 

Truempler  
 

 

 

  

SUPPORTING  

$65 
Dennis Brandon 

Mike & Barb Shipka 

David Benson 

Virginia Russ Chalmers 

Deborah A. Best 

Frank King 

American Legion Post 60 

 

 

ichs@paulbunyan.net 

research@paulbunyan.net 

www.itascahistorical.org 

   218-326-6431                    

PRESERVATION 

$100 
Rodney & Meredith Bleifuss 

Julie & Stafford King 

American Bank of the North 

(Grand Rapids) 

Richard & Kathleen Blake 

Edward Buttenhoff 

Ed & Lucille Lauer 

PATRON 

$250 

David Bishop & 

Bishops  

Performance 

 

ASSOCIATE   

BUSINESS 

$1000 

Roessler & Co, 

LTD 
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Remember to tell your friends our  
Museum is FREE!  

We just ask people to sign in on the guest book; 
it helps in gaining support when we  go before 

the County Board and when applying for 

grants. 

 
You can help us save on postage by getting your news-

letter emailed to you. Please send your email address to 
ichs@paulbunyan.net  

 

Members: 
Lilah 
           2017 has been an adventure! Our grand opening of the Then and Now exhibit 

in February was fantastic. All the volunteers took on a town or community (some 

more than one) did their own research, collected the pictures and then wrote up the 

labels. It was one of our largest exhibits with 18 cabinets used, and 11 people 

worked to make it the best. 

In early August, Jeremy’s nephew and dad traveled down to the cities to pick up the 

TRAIN. We had to cut it in 4 pieces to get it out of Alan Stone’s basement. It traveled real well, we only 

lost a couple of trees. We then put it together at the mall and held the 1st Train Expo at the end of August. 

6 people volunteered to show off their train sets, Paul Haddix let us put up his Fire Truck Collection and 

his children let their Legos out of the house, for a short time to share with the children during the event. 

Over 600 people came; many signed up to join in a Train Club. We will see shortly how that works out! 

   Our summer intern Wesley Sisson stopped in the other day to see how we were doing with the upcoming 

picture GRACE exhibit opening in February. He was impressed with the location and how far we were 

with the basic design. He helped us do research, get pictures and design. The Grand Rapids North Star 

Women’s Club is again providing the food. They are serving homemade bread with a variety of soups. We 

wanted to match the theme of the picture! 

    It was great to visit local groups this past year. I traveled up to Camp Hiawatha at their men’s club 

meeting where the wives were invited, Norwegian Club at Zion Lutheran, Itasca County Township  

Association at the Blandin Foundation, and St. Andrews Adult class. The programs were either the 125th 

celebration or picture GRACE.  Jeremy and I got a grant to go to the national oral history convention in 

Minneapolis. It was interesting, mostly university and higher education students and professors. The  

direction of oral histories in their schools is going more political. They are promoting using oral histories 

to change political decisions. We did get some information on pod casts and elementary and secondary 

education opportunities. 

   Thanks go out to our Tuesday and Thursday regular volunteers: Esther Hietala who does data entry in 

Past Perfect; Leona Litchke who does the accessing and numbering of the artifacts; Jackie Dowell who 

comes in faithfully and works on the microfilm machine getting the “Out of My Mind” articles to be 

searchable; Dorothy Pollard who files the obituaries when needed; Annie and Duane Eells—Annie does 

data entry upstairs while Duane works in the lower level on our pictures and maps. Thank you for all your 

hard work. 

We have Beginner and   

Intermediate Genealogy  

kits available for  

starting your family tree. 

Only $5.95 
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  THE JEREMY ANDERSON YOU DIDN’T KNOW 
 

     When  you come to Itasca County Historical Society            
(ICHS) you’ll likely see Jeremy Anderson. You may also have seen 
him in a performance of Showboat or during his participation in a 
variety of plays at the Reif Center. You may have even run into  
Jeremy on any given summer weekend as he wanders the 
grounds of the annual Renaissance Festival in Shakopee. 

He DOES get around! 
    Jeremy came to ICHS as a museum assistant in 2000 after  
graduating Greenway High School and then college. His  
knowledge of computers eventually earned him the role of I.T. guy, 
tending to more than a dozen computers used by staff, volunteer 
and the general public. That would  be enough for most people, but he also 
needs to maintain a finicky copier/printer/FAX machine; a few scanners (one that’s capable of copying 
books); a microfiche unit; all new credit card readers; and televisions and monitors. 
    But for a man the likes of Jeremy Anderson, that just wasn’t enough to fill his time or satisfy his creative 
passions. 
    After a days work at ICHS he still had time to fill, so he took on the job of screen printer at his family’s 
business, T & T Design, where his mother handles the embroidery and his sister creates vinyl banners for 
businesses and special events. 
    But that didn’t use up all his time either, so he joined the JC’s and also became a member of the Itasca 
County Fair Board. 

    Even then, he had waking hours to fill.  
   One of Jeremy’s passions is acting so he volunteers to be 
a character during “Spooky Timbers” for ICHS during the  
Halloween party hosted by the Forest History Center in 
Grand  Rapids. He also acts as a guide for the new bus tour 
attraction created by ICHS called ‘Haunted Mines and Pines 
Ghost Tour”. He auditions for and acts in productions and 
plays at the Reif Center. He’s a member of the Grand Rapids  
Players and will be a cast member in the April production  
 of ”Beauty & the Beast”. 

   Jeremy attends historical society 
    Conventions. gets to tour special  
exhibits & meet some of his hero’s, like  
“the Colonel” (it’s a wax figure!) 
   In his spare time he is also a car buff 
and is restoring an old ‘54 Chevy that pre-
viously belonged to his family. 
     Then he finally gets 
to don a costume of his 
own creation for his  
Adventures  at the 

Renaissance Festival. So, when is this guy 
going to get married? Are you kidding me?! 
When would he find time for something like 
THAT? 
    Well, maybe in that odd year when 
there’s a Leap Second.  
    Of course, there have only been  
SEVEN of those! 
    So, that’s our Jeremy Anderson…  
he  really is ONE OF A KIND ! 

 Jeremy in Renaissance  

 costume with neice, 

Layla Lynn  Rayme 

Oh, the people you meet at 

the Renaissance Festival 

A few “couch potatoes” 

Jeremy DOES clean up 

pretty well, don't you 

think? 

     He even makes a 

pretty good looking  

“corpse” at ‘Spooky 

Timbers”!! 

Jeremy (right) in one of 

the many plays he has 

acted in. 
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2018 

ICHS Board of Directors 
 President                     Jim Uzelac 

 Vice President          Bruce Aiton         

 Treasurer                John Roessler 

 Secretary               Richard Lacher       

  Roberta Truempler 

Leona Litchke      John Zimmerman 

Barb Adams          Esther Hietala   

 Barb Shipka            Wilma Behm 
 

 Executive Director                

  Lilah Crowe 

Computer Technician 

Jeremy Anderson 

Bookkeeper 

Melissa McFadden 

KRC Genealogists  

Leona Litchke       Barb Adams 

Jean Harkins      

Senior SCSEP Program 

Jody Hane          Janella Krumrei 

Colleen Chute          Joe Prebeck       

Volunteers 

Duane Eells            Heather Tardy 

Dan Seward            Jackie Dowell 

Anna Eells           Dorothy Pollard 
 

PICTURE 

“GRACE” 
 

 
      2018 Exhibit Grand Opening 
               Celebrating its 100th Birthday 
 

You will be enchanted by 

the story behind the      

picture! 

Photos, oral histories, and 

artifacts all enhance the 

story of the picture 

GRACE. 

   Itasca County Historical Society 

201 North Pokegama Avenue 

Grand Rapids, MN 55744 

218-326-6431 

Thursday February 22, 2018 
4:00-5:00 ICHS Members Only  
5:00-7:00 Grand Opening! 


