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BOARD
NEWS

The Board approved the development of a new
Annishinabe Committee with board member, Wilma
Behm, as Chair. Randy Bragonier, Cindy Stitt, Holly
Gallina, along with Blandin Foundation’s new CFO
Daniel Lemm, and Lilah Crowe from ICHS who will
act as recorder make up the committee. Their purpose
is to design a new American Indian exhibit for ICHS.
They will be cataloging the official list of all artifacts
contained at ICHS in order to research the story of the
American Indian within Itasca County. Help from
anyone who is Chippewa or a Woodland Indian would
be very welcome. You do not need to be a member of
Itasca County Historical Society to sit on this
committee.
The Board also elected Sue Kujala as the latest
member of the Board. Upon retiring from Gilbertson
Accounting, Kujala will begin working in the
Research Center. She has been a very active member
of the Genealogy Committee for many years. Kujala
has gone to Europe several times to investigate,
collect material, artifacts and oral histories, as she
studies her own family background and genealogy.
Kujala will be a welcome researcher and a highly
qualified addition to the Research Center staff.

Access ICHS mobile web site
www.itascahistorical.org

Our own Jeremy Anderson is at it again! He
will transform into a plate or a villager in the
chorus of Beauty and the Beast, which will be
performed at the Reif Center. Jeremy’s ten year
old niece, Layla Ramey, will perform as the
wolf, gargoyle, cupcake and villager.
The dates of performances are weekends:
April 6th & 7th at 7:00 p.m.
April 8th at 2:00 p.m.
April 13th & 14th at 7:00 p.m.
April 15th at 2:00 p.m.
You can get ticket information by going to
www.reifcenter.org or calling 218-327-5780.

Beauty and the Beast
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ITASCA GENEALOGY

Genealogy meetings: 1st Thursday of the month, (except for January and July)
6:00 p.m. at the Karjala Genealogy and History Research Center. New and seasoned
genealogists are welcome to come and learn more about how and
where to research your family tree.

GET HELP TO FIND OUT IF YOUR FAMILY TREE IS FULL OF NUTS!!
Does the thought of genealogy bore you? Scare you? Worry you? Or maybe you just don’t know exactly what it
means. If any of that is true for you, let’s see if we can help you out.
When you stop in the Karjala Research Center you are offered knowledgeable help in looking up past
information. There are resources on hand that are made available to you including photographs of people, buildings,
places; there are even negatives and pictures from the Herald Review, Camera Craft and the old Stitt Studio. And
these resources don’t cover ONLY Grand Rapids. Marble, Warba, Cooley, Pengilly—-they, and all the other towns
and townships in Itasca County, have folders and photos full of stories. There are Itasca County newspapers on
microfilm you can access. Old high school yearbooks and telephone directories are available. You can look up a
specific obituary in the extensive card catalog.
When (and if) you find something special you’d like to have as your own, you can purchase photocopies or have
items scanned.
We allow you to access Ancestry.com on our public computers and you can even have a genealogist walk you
through the steps to locate a family member.
You will be amazed at what is here for you to use.
And if you don’t want to climb all the way up your family tree, you can search for information about anybody.
The first Thursday of the month beginning at 6:00 p.m. at the Historical Society location you can take part in the
genealogy meeting at no cost. Don’t be intimidated or think this is a stagnant, ‘instructor only speaks’ type of
meeting. It’s really an open discussion with participants sharing problems they’re having locating information or
using a certain computer program. The group shares info about computer sites that have been useful, what they are
doing to create their own family tree, and exchange suggestions on tracking and recording their history.
Now, if you ARE more interested or involved in gathering records and information regarding your family, ICHS
also offers classes through the District 318 community education program.
There are independent beginner and intermediate genealogy classes held in the
spring and the fall. These offer more in-depth training. You’ll learn to find and
use FREE genealogy sites including Ancestry. com and Family Search.org.
You’ll receive a packet that contains such information as population census that
begins with 1790, military records, a list or manifest from Port of Arrival, and
additional lists/records that are pertinent to your research.
During this class you’ll learn to create a filing system, research methods and
how to confirm family stories. After all, a good genealogy is substantiated with
documentation.
We hope you’ll take advantage of all the great services and resources that
Itasca County Historical Society have to offer to help in your search!

2017 SUPPORTING TOWNSHIPS

Lone Pine Bigfork Blackberry
Carpenter Wabana Bearville Kinghurst Splithand Wildwood Arbo Balsam
Feeley Sago Wirt Harris Grattan Deer River Lawrence Wawina

ITASCA COUNTY & CITIES — Itasca County
Grand Rapids
LaPrairie
Nashwauk
Bigfork Calumet Keewatin
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT
January through March 2018

S
SUPPORTING
$65

INDIVIDUAL $25
Roberta Fahlman
Oliver Juntunen
Carol Brandon
Elaine Pauley
Ruth Martin
Ella Inglebret
Darwin Dalen
Donna Krueger
Grace Derfler
Tom & Barb Adams
Patricia Hill
Beverly J. Murray
Mark Anderson
Barbara & Philip Pashek
Linda Skallman
David Delawyer

Lenice Renner
Jan Mary Hill
L&M FLEET SUPPLY Co.

PRESERVATION
$100
FAMILY $40
Duane & Anna Eells
Wayne & Corinne Jacobson
Jerome & Julie Ingstad
Jim & Wendy Uzelac
Diane Hannah
Raymond & Linda Embertson
Niels & Bonnie Henriksen
Margaret Matteson
Wilma Behm
Sandy Chapin
Scott & Randi Carter
Kenneth Godwin
Duane Crowe
Darrel Johnson
Ed Shanghnessy
Roberta Steinhart
Mary Belisle
Cheryl Kallberg
Shirley Zachman

Keith Austin
Tim & Lynn Moratzka
Kiwanis Daybreaker’s
Paul Haddix

PATRON
$250
Andrew Shaw

ASSOCIATE
BUSINESS
$1000
Richard Lacher

ichs@paulbunyan.net
research@paulbunyan.net
www.itascahistorical.org
218-326-6431
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Members:
Wesley Sisson will again join us this summer for his college internship. You will
remember him from his work on the picture GRACE exhibit. He will be
working on the opening of the 2019 exhibit about Itasca County camps. He is looking forward to meeting you as volunteers or you may see him as ‘the miner’ in the
ghost tour!
Train: If you haven’t seen the train set up yet, stop in. We were given two
shelves and will be able to show all the trains that came with the diorama. The
train club is set to meet the last Wednesday of each month. Their mission is to develop the story of
trains in Itasca County . Collectively they will create a modular train exhibit to be set up and displayed
in malls or businesses. Twenty-seven train shelves were donated to the club. Duane Frahm (who was
elected chair of the train club at their first meeting) has
them in his trailer and will give them out at the next
meeting so club members can organize their displays.
Tuesday and Thursday mornings are a hive of activity as
volunteers work hard to catch up on our digital photo and
archive collections.
Jackie Dowell, LeAnna Sutherland and Dorothy Pollard
are now making up obituary cards from 1967. We try to let
each person use their talents wither in our building or at
home.
ICHS and the Grand Rapids North Star Women’s Club joined together and sold food at the
Minnesota Builders show at the arena. We each were able to put $400 in our accounts. The next food
booth fundraiser will be during Crazy Days.
We are looking for those of you who are spring cleaning. Our annual garage
sale is in June so drop off your donated sale items at ICHS by mid-May. Lilah
will store the items until the sale. Also, for those of you who used to sew or
have extra material, we are looking for good, clean flannel and cotton to make
children’s hospital gowns and blankets for Operation Smile. (Operation Smile
is a nonprofit medical service organization providing cleft lip and palate repair
surgeries worldwide. They also host a care network to assist families in the
U.S. with cleft issues, administer worldwide education and organize student leadership programs. A
number of local dentists have participated in Operation
Smile) Your materials can also be dropped off at the ICHS
We have Beginner and
office.
Intermediate Genealogy
Summer event: We are so excited to again conduct the
ghost tours this summer. We limit each tour to 48 people
kits available for
so reserve your space early!
starting your family tree.
Remember to tell your friends our
Museum is FREE!
We just ask people to sign in on the guest book; it
helps in gaining support when we go before the
County Board and when applying for grants.

You can help us save on postage by getting your newsletter emailed to you. Please send your email address to
ichs@paulbunyan.net

P
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Picture GRACE Grand Opening
on February 22 was a great success.
Approximately 200 Guests were welcomed with a
soup and bread dinner made and served by the
Grand Rapids North Star Women’s Club. The dinner
was in keeping with the theme of Eric Enstrom’s
photograph seen here.
ICHS volunteer, Heather Tardy, acted as host for
the evening directing guests to specific exhibit pieces,
or making introductions to staff who could answer any
questions the guest might have regarding the history
of the picture GRACE.
The services of the women’s club meant that the
Board members and ICHS staff were available to
offer guests more detailed information. And there are a lot of interesting details regarding the picture.
In 2002, by state law Chapter 255-S.F.No. 1072, the picture GRACE was designated the Minnesota
state photograph. That same law requires that a copy of the picture GRACE must hang in the office of the
Secretary of State at all times.
Many people were not aware that Minnesota is the only state in the U.S. that has an official state
photograph!
Visitors were appreciative of the many artifacts displayed in the exhibit. On display are the original
panoramic camera used by Eric Enstrom; the picture GRACE that has hung in the Bovey City Council
Chambers since 1938 which was hand-tinted by Enstrom himself; the incredible, three-dimensional
sculpture of the picture hand-carved by Kathleen Ingalls of Marble; and the story-board that shows the
number of changes Enstrom made to the photograph before settling on the one we know today.

The Minnesota Legislature has declared
September 3, 2018 Picture GRACE Day
in Minnesota!
A celebration of the 100th anniversary of the picture will be
held this summer over the Labor Day weekend during
Farmer’s Day in Bovey, the home of the picture GRACE.

Duane Frahm (center) entertains George Haddix
(l) and his brother Calvin as their parents view
the picture GRACE exhibit.

Lilah Crowe (center) gives Bob Stein (l)and Grand
Rapids Police Chief Scott Johnson a tour during the
Picture GRACE exhibit grand opening.

Grand Rapids North Star Women’s Club members present the picture
GRACE and also served soup & bread dinner. Back row (l to r)-Diane
Gross, Frances Barten, Diana Hannah, Sandy Chapin, Jan Latola, Jean
Harkins & Ginny Frahm. Front (l to r)Leona Barten, Barb Nalan, Lilah
Crowe holding photograph, Diane Mangseth & Heather Tardy.
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2018
ICHS Board of Directors
President
Jim Uzelac
Vice President
Bruce Aiton
Treasurer
John Roessler
Secretary
Richard Lacher
Roberta Truempler
Leona Litchke John Zimmerman
Barb Adams
Esther Hietala
Barb Shipka
Wilma Behm
Randy Bragonier
Sue Kujala

Itasca County Historical Society
201 North Pokegama Avenue
Grand Rapids, MN 55744
www.itascahistorical.org

Executive Director
Lilah Crowe
Computer Technician
Jeremy Anderson
Bookkeeper
Melissa McFadden
KRC Genealogists
Leona Litchke
Barb Adams
Jean Harkins
Senior SCSEP Program
Jody Hane
Janella Krumrei
Joe Prebeck
Volunteers
Duane Eells
Heather Tardy
Dan Seward
Jackie Dowell
Anna Eells
Dorothy Pollard

PICTURE
“GRACE”

You will be enchanted by
the story behind the
picture!
Photos, oral histories, and
artifacts all enhance the
story of the picture
GRACE.

Minnesota Legislature passed a
resolution declaring
September 3rd, 2018 “Picture GRACE Day”
In Minnesota
Itasca County Historical Society
201 North Pokegama Avenue
Grand Rapids, MN 55744
218-326-6431

Monday - Friday 9 - 5
Saturday
10 - 4
Closed Sundays

