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 The Veteran’s History Project is well over halfway to the 
fund-raising goal of $50,000. This permanent display is set 
to open in November. 
 
  The Genealogy Committee reported that fifteen people 
attended the last meeting. The next meetings are slated 
for Tuesday April 9th and Tuesday April 16th. 
   
  On April 29th we will be hosting a gathering of personnel 
from museums throughout the Arrowhead Region. This is 
a great chance to show off our operation as well as to  
learn new things from other museums. 
 
  The Grand Rapids Library will be hosting a very special 
evening program at  6:00 p.m. on  Thursday, May 30th. A 
gathering of representatives from area attractions, includ-
ing  ICHS, will present  a program featuring their particular 
brand of entertainment for locals and visitors. We will 
have one of our ghosts on hand to promote this summers 
Pines & Mines Ghost Tours which begin  June 29th. If 
you’re interested in enjoying one of the ghost tours, be 
sure to make reservations early! 
 

 
 

 Access ICHS mobile web site  
www.itascahistorical.org 

  THINGS TO REMEMBER 
   APRIL 
             19th Good Friday            
             21 = Easter Sunday 
             22 = Earth Day          
             26 = Arbor Day 
   MAY 

 12th = Mother’s Day               27th = Memorial Day                
                                                         

 
 

          
                          
 
 
 

 

                             JUNE 
                    Friday 14th = Flag Day    
                    16th = Father’s Day 
       29th Ghost Tour 

 
 

 

Friday 21 = FIRST DAY of SUMMER 
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ITASCA GENEALOGY 
Genealogy meetings: 1st Thursday of the month, (except for January and July) 

6:00 p.m. at the Karjala Genealogy and History Research Center. New and seasoned  

genealogists are welcome to come and learn more about how and  

where to research your family tree.  

2019  SUPPORTING TOWNSHIPS           Lone Pine      Bigfork      Blackberry             

Carpenter        Wabana       Kinghurst       Splithand        Wildwood       Arbo       Balsam                

Feeley   Sago     Wirt     Harris       Deer River      Lawrence     Wawina 

2019 ITASCA COUNTY & CITIES   —   Itasca County         Grand Rapids       

        LaPrairie      Nashwauk       Bigfork     Calumet     Keewatin 

   

THE ITASCA COUNTY VETERAN’S HISTORY PROJECT 

 

        Genealogy is more than simply finding your relatives in archives and creating a family tree to show 

your heritage. Genealogy is also about learning what those family members did, how they acted and what 

was important to  them.  

      In November of this year ICHS will open a new, permanent display featuring veterans stories and the 

military service of Itasca County  residents. This new exhibit will be the culmination of extensive research 

and investigation into military records, including oral histories, from Itasca County veterans.  

     Working with service clubs throughout the county we are archiving service records, photos and various 

artifacts for the display.  

     This permanent exhibit to be known as “The Itasca 

County Veteran’s History Project”, will have room in the 

exhibit itself, and in the interactive data base kiosk to feature 

specific men and women who have served in an especially 

notable way. Andrew L. Bunderman of Bovey is a perfect 

example. 

     During a violent engagement with enemy forces at  

Combat Outpost KEATING, First Lieutenant Bunderman  

orchestrated the defense of that outpost preventing it from 

falling into the hands of a Taliban force of more than 400 

enemy fighters. First Lieutenant Bunderman commanded the 

troops in controlling force protection, integrating air support and indirect fire assets, and overseeing the 

complex concert of various enablers to win an arduous battle against a numerically superior enemy.  

According to his commendation, “his leadership under fire and disregard for his own personal safety in the 

midst of heavy and sustained enemy contact are in keeping with the finest traditions of the United States 

Army.” 

     This, and hundreds like it, is the story that will be told in the Itasca County Veteran’s History Project.   

     We are looking for your service history or that of a family member. We are using a specially designed 

form to gather uniform information for use in the database (which will also be available on-line) and in the 

display. Please contact us at the Historical Society and we will work with you in completing the form and 

registering the information you have. 

     This is genealogy at work. It’s not some stuffy, boring paper layout of your grandparents names. It is 

the living history of a family, a county, a community. Add to it and you’ll be surprised by what you take 

away. 

      

 Andrew L. Bunderman (center) of Bovey receives 

the Silver Star for gallantry in action with the 4th 

Infantry Division serving in Afghanistan  in 2009 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT 
January through March 2019 

 

 

INDIVIDUAL $25 
 

 

Erin Roth 

American Legion Post 60 

Dave Shultz 

Roberta Fahlman 

Gwen Heywood 

Janet M. Stejskal 

MaryJo Gibbons 

Gwen Litchke 

Jean Bengston Winter 

Kris Ferraro 

Lil Hopponen 

Elaine Pauley 

Oliver Juntunen 

Wilma Behm 

Donna Krueger 

Ella Inglebret 

Darwin Dalen 

Grace Derfler 

Bender Shoes 

Jeremy Adam 

David DeLawyer 

Marion Longrie 

Pat Hill 

 

 

 

FAMILY  $40 
 

Mark Hager 

Barbara Ready 

Bruce & Diane Mangseth 

Mary Randall 

Joan Isaacs 

Orlyn & Bonnie Olson 

Niels & Bonnie Henriksen 

David & Marilyn Hutchins 

Colleen Nardone 

Anah Munson 

Duane & Annie Eells 

Carol Brandpn 

David Lewis 

Duane & Ginny Frahm 

Mike & Barb Shipka 

Vianne M. Wold 

Connie Daigle 

Corinne Jacobson 

Raymone & Linda Embertson 

Jody & Jolynn Crowe 

Margaret Matteson 

Scott & Randi Carter 

Diane Hannah 

Darrel Johnson 

Sandy Chapin 

Daniel Lemm 

Michael & Susan Enich 

David Broberg 

Cheryl Kallberg 

 

 

ichs@paulbunyan.net 

research@paulbunyan.net 

www.itascahistorical.org 

   218-326-6431                    

SUPPORTING $65 
 

Virginia Russ Chalmers 

Jan Mary Hill 

Gregory Brohman 

Dennis Brandon 

L&M Supply 

 

PRESERVATION 

$100 

Julie & Stafford King 

American Bank of the 

North 

Keith Austin 

Timothy & Lynn 

Moratzka 

 

PATRON 

$250 

Andrew Shaw 

 

ASSOCIATE 

Richard Lacher 
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Remember to tell your friends our  
Museum is FREE!  

We just ask people to sign in on the guest book; it 
helps in gaining support when we  go before the 

County Board and when applying for grants. 

 
You can help us save on postage by getting your      

newsletter emailed to you. Please send your email      
address to ichs@paulbunyan.net  

 

Members: 
       The month of January started out with a group of us taking down a lot 

of exhibits in preparation for the Early Itasca Youth Camp Exhibit. From then 

on it has been so much fun! If you ever attended a camp  you know that it 

really was the highlight of the summer. We tried to portray that in all the 

camps displayed. 

     Our thanks goes out to many volunteers who offered pictures, stories and time to put it all 

together. The  camp exhibit will be up for the next 2 years. 

The Grand Rapids North Star Women’s Club did a fantastic job of hosting the grand opening 

for the camps on February 28th. Their food was wonderful. Some of the members would like 

to see the smallest hotdog buns come back for our annual dinner. Hint hint!  

The ice cream at  the Frozen Fairways did not sell as well as we would have liked, but it did go 

over really well at the Minnesota Builders and Jaycee shows in March. We will again be at the 

Frozen Fairway next February 29th of 2020/ 

We have a lot of meetings here and the need for a larger board table was great. IEDC had one 

for sale and our board decided to purchase the table. Well, we now have a TABLE!!! … and it 

is wonderful! We can seat up to 25 people.  Jeremy was constantly fixing the chairs that we 

had, so we ordered new ones  to go with the table. 

With the new table moving into the research center, we have had to re-organize the desks. 

With a little change in structure, it is working out really well. Stop in and visit sometime. 

Volunteers will soon be starting  on the temporary wall for the Veteran’s History Project. 

Home Depot gave us the materials. We have applied for a IRRRB grant for the web site and 

design for the Kiosk, cross your fingers and hope we get this one! 

Thanks to all of you who have given us your emails. We 

now have almost 250 so that newsletters and info are 

emailed saving us postage.  Have a Happy Easter! 

Lilah 

We have Beginner and   

Intermediate Genealogy  

kits available for  

starting your family tree. 



 

 

                            

       STICKS  & STONES . . . 

Historical Sites of Itasca County  

    
  When we started this series of articles we told you that the variety of sites within Itasca County 
that have been placed in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) was impressive. Con-
sider the Turtle Oracle Mound north of Deer River. This sacred ground constructed  by the Sioux 
in the 1700s is an historic site where the Chippewa drove the Sioux from the area. It is listed in 
the NRHP because of its rare mound design. In fact, there is only one other such mound listed in 
forestry records.  
     Then there are the ranger stations. The Cutfoot Sioux Ranger Station built in 1904 is deemed 
the oldest remaining ranger station in the nation. It is a symbol of the first National Forest  
Reserve (Chippewa National Forest). In 1969 the original one room, log structure was covered 
with a protective plywood building to keep it from the elements & further deterioration. Before 
that it was converted during the 1930s into a museum which held Indian artifacts and relics from 
the fur trade and early logging days. 
     There’s also the Marcell Ranger Station constructed during 1934 and 1935. The five rustic 
style buildings were erected under the supervision of the United States Forest Service by crews 
from the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) in the Mack & Day Lake camps. The Marcell Ranger 
Station is significant as it represents a uniquely American architectural expression developed by 
the National Park Service which reflects non-intrusive & environmentally sensitive design. Today 
it is an active spot where travelers get information  regarding the development of the Chippewa 
National Forest. You will also pass by the Continental Divide turn-off on your way to the historic 
Marcell Ranger Station. 
     Driving north of Grand Rapids on Highway 38 (which is known as The Edge of the Wilderness 
Scenic Byway) you will encounter Minnesota’s major continental divide, the Laurentian Divide. 
When you visit the site you can stand where water on one side empties into Hudson Bay to the 
north and then to the Arctic Ocean. The water on the other side flows south to the Mississippi 
River and on to the Gulf of Mexico! 
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           Continental Divide 

    marker north of Grand Rapids 

            on Highway 38 

 

 
             Entrance sign to the  

       United States Forest Service 

       Civilian Conservation Corps  

              camp at Day Lake 

 

        Oldest remaining ranger 

           station in America is 

      Cutfoot Sioux Ranger Station 

            north of Deer River 



 

 

Itasca County Historical Society 
 201 North Pokegama Avenue 
 Grand Rapids, MN 55744 
 www.itascahistorical.org 
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2019 

ICHS Board of Directors 

 President                     Jim Uzelac 

 Vice President          Bruce Aiton         

 Treasurer                John Roessler 

 Secretary               Richard Lacher       

  Roberta Truempler 

Leona Litchke      John Zimmerman 

Barb Adams          Esther Hietala   

 Barb Shipka            Wilma Behm 

Randy Bragonier        Sue Kujala 

 Executive Director                

  Lilah Crowe 

Computer Technician 

Jeremy Anderson 

Bookkeeper 

Melissa McFadden 

KRC Genealogists  

Leona Litchke       Barb Adams 

Jean Harkins      

Senior SCSEP Program 

     Cheryl Thueson 

Volunteers 

 Duane Eells               Heather Tardy 

Dan Seward                  Anna  Eells 

Dorothy Pollard       Jackie Dowell 

Jody Hane 

 

 Haunted Pines & Mines Ghost Tours 
Summer of 2019 

Make your reservations for 
June 29 * July 5 & 20 * August 24 

Cost is $10 per person 


