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THINGS TO REMEMBER
JANUARY
Monday 20th Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Thursday 23rd 8:30 AM Collections
meeting
Monday January 27 Western
Mesabi Model Railroad Club
meeting 6:00 pm

FEBRUARY
Sunday 2nd Ground Hog Day
Saturday 14th Valentine’s Day
Monday 17th President’s Day
Monday 24th Western Mesabi
Model Railroad Club 6:00 pm
Thursday 27th 8:30 AM
Collections meeting
Donnabelle Landey is the newest volunteer at
the Historical society. Donnabelle came in and
said she had heard we could use volunteers to
help with the Itasca Veterans Project.
Her job is to copy obituaries from our files that
have any reference to military service. She then
puts them in alphabet order . These files are
now available to the women that are putting the
veterans on-line. Donnabelle walks to ICHS
from around the Forest Lake School. Thank you
for your friendship and time you spend helping
us with the Veteran’s Project!

Access ICHS mobile web site
www.itascahistorical.org

MARCH
Friday-Sunday 6-8 Home and Cabin
Show at the Arena, ICHS Food Booth
Sunday 8th Daylight
Savings Starts
Friday-Sunday 13-15 Jaycee
Home Show, ICHS Food
Booth
Tuesday 17th St. Patrick’s Day
Monday 23rd Western Mesabi Model
Railroad Club 6:00 pm
Thursday 26th 8:30 AM
Collections meeting
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ITASCA GENEALOGY

Genealogy meetings: 1st Thursday of the month, (except for January and July)
6:00 p.m. at the Karjala Genealogy and History Research Center. New and seasoned
genealogists are welcome to come and learn more about how and
where to research your family tree.

It doesn’t take a lot of convincing for people to know that interest in history and genealogy has
become a phenomenon. The growth of such organizations as 23andMe or ancestry.com is proof of the
populations interest in pursuing knowledge of what happened in the past and how it
informs their own lives.
At Itasca County Historical Society we keep a guest register each year to track the many visitors who
pass through our doors. It yields some interesting information.
During 2019 we noted signatures from Itasca County residents in:
Bigfork; Coleraine; Warba; and Deer River. There were cities
throughout the state that were represented as well. International
Falls, Winona, Biwabik, Twin Cities, Moorhead, Moose Lake and so
many other towns in Minnesota were noted.
One of the things the guest book reveals is that people from 35
states also stopped by in 2019. One of our favorite visitors was here
from North Pole, Alaska! Seriously. You will find signatures from
every corner of the United States—-California, Oregon, Maryland,
Florida and from everywhere in-between including Oklahoma,
Colorado, Utah, Michigan, North Carolina, Iowa, Ohio and
Louisiana.
This all seems fairly normal but we did have some surprises.
We’re always amazed by the visitors from around the world who
stop by. This past year we had guests from THIRTEEN countries! Some came from England, Sweden,
Spain, Canada, even Trinidad & Tobago!
There’s a toss up for who traveled the furthest to be here because we have visitors from Sochi, Russia
and from South Australia.
And what are all these folks looking for?
Certainly some are just visiting or looking for information about the area. But many are seeking insight to their family history and genealogy. They have family who emigrated to Minnesota and Itasca
County and want to learn more. They leave behind “research requests” for our volunteers to investigate.
Maybe you should stop in and see what all the excitement is about. Genealogy is not a dusty, old
endeavor, it’s interesting and fun. Nobody knows who you might find in your explorations!

2020 SUPPORTING TOWNSHIPS

Lone Pine Bigfork Blackberry
Carpenter
Wabana
Kinghurst
Splithand
Wildwood
Arbo
Balsam
Feeley Sago Wirt Harris
Deer River Lawrence Wawina

2020 ITASCA COUNTY & CITIES — Itasca County
Grand Rapids
LaPrairie
Nashwauk
Bigfork Calumet Keewatin
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT
October through December 2019

INDIVIDUAL $25
Glenn Wiessner
JoAnn Bakken
Jean Schaeppi-Anderson
Derek Stanley
Jacqueline Dowell
Norma Eppinga
Bill Rutherford
Nancy Secrist
Kris Ferraro
Jean Howes Knowles
Tom & Barbara Swentkofske
Sally Sedgwick
Leo Trunt
Gwen Litchke
Allen Co Public Library
Janet M. Stejskal
Shirley Loegering
Carolyn Petersen
Dave Schultz
Mark DeLorme

FAMILY $40

PATRON $250 +

Jim & Patti Marshall
Richard & Beverly Johnson
Casey & Georgette Renslow
Colleen Nardone
Susan Hayes
Roberta & Mike Truempler
Jackie & Gordon Davis
Lee & Mary Jo Jess
Leonard Hirsch
Margaret Cone
Barbara Ready
William & Anne Langford
Orlyn & Bonnie Olson
Ed Shanghnessy
Jane Quitney
Mary Randall

ROESSLER & CO., LTD

SUPPORTING $65
Donald & Leona Litchke
Mary Schmitz
Marvin & Mary Ott
Jim & Wendy Uzelac
Dennis Brandon
Deborah A. Best

Susan Kujala
Dede Emerson
David Bishop
As you do your tax
and estate planning,
please keep us in
mind. ICHS is a
501(c)(3) and as
such can accept
charitable donations.
An RMD from your
retirement account
can be made directly
to us.

PRESERVATION $100
Frank King
Rodney & Meredith Bleifuss
Juan Lazo
Julie & Stafford King

We carry the Woods
Reader in our gift shop, We
have them all from the
beginning if you have
missed one!
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Members:
Happy New Year! It started out with a bang…. We
just received a grant for $1,000 from Lake Country
Power to make up 4 more traveling exhibits. We
currently have 1 at the Grand Rapids Area Library, 2
at Old Central School and one traveling all over the
state telling the Lakehead Pipeline story starting in
the 1950’s up until now as Enbridge.
Itasca Veterans Project Exhibit is growing daily. People are
dropping off their forms and volunteers are adding them to the web
daily. This project is going to be on-going, collecting stories of past
present and future Veterans from our area.
The lower level is getting organized, in preparation for the
inventory this winter. During inventory, we look at
each item, make sure documentation is in the
computer and then a picture will be taken and added
to the collection. Volunteers will be needed to help
with this project. We set up to work in 2 hour shifts,
each person having their own station to work in. If
One panel
you are interested in helping with this project,
please let us know.
The Grand Rapids North Star Women’s Club raised money for a
washing sink in our preservation room. We will be going after another
grant for some shelving this is needed. When complete we will have an
open house to showcase the preservation room.
Wesley has been here over the Christmas season on college break, he is
helping us with a new grant we are applying for in partnership with
MacRostie Art Center, Visit Grand Rapids, and the City of Grand
Rapids to create an Art & History walking tour. Our grant is for the
One panel
signs that will be put at 25 local history buildings and sites. Our
expectation is to have the new signs in place this coming summer.
Jody Hane has developed our monthly musings news that is emailed out on the first of
each month. This has updated a lot of our members of what happens between the big
newsletters, it is only emailed. If you want to receive the monthly musings, please email to
ichs@paulbunyan.net and you will be added to our mailing. We are now sending this out
to 264 of our members.
Yours, Lilah
Remember to tell your friends our
Museum is FREE!
We just ask people to sign in on the guest book; it
helps in gaining support when we go before the
County Board and when applying for grants.

You can help us save on postage by getting your
newsletter emailed to you. Please send your email
address to ichs@paulbunyan.net

P
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COLLECTING and PRESERVING
When you walk through the museum at Itasca County Historical Society (ICHS) you see an actual WWII
uniform or the desk of C.K. Blandin or an original ski pass from Sugar Hills. Have you
ever wondered where these (& 54,000 other) items came from? Or why ICHS has them?
It’s a fascinating story.
It starts when someone like you brings an item into the museum and fills out a
“custody receipt” form. That form offers a few options for use of your item. You can opt
for temporary use such as a war medal to be displayed in the current Itasca Veterans
Project exhibit. In that case, arrangements can be made to return that heirloom to your
family.
You can also offer your item “unconditionally” which means you turn over all rights
of ownership to ICHS for use as we see fit. This is the normal, common case for
artifact donation.
Either way, every donation to the museum will go before the Collection Committee.
This group of volunteers meets monthly to assess each item donated. Only items that are “about, from or
have reference from within Itasca County” are considered for display, preservation and conservation at
ICHS museum and/or archives.
Many items will require some form of provenance to prove its relevancy to Itasca County. Papers,
business promotional items and the like, generally have an obvious connection to the county or its people’s
history.
The age of an item isn’t a criteria for acceptance since we collect pieces, like the 2019 Grand Rapids
Monopoly game sold at Wal-Mart, that we feel will have relevance to future museum visitors. This means
that not every item donated will be on display in the museum. Some properties will be conserved and
preserved in the archives of the Historical Society.
Each item is numbered and catalogued for reference and approved by the Board of Directors who also
set the collection policies and guidelines.
Very large items, like the Hafeman canoe on display, are submitted directly to the Board of Directors for
consideration. They have had to assess donations of cars, farm equipment and even a house!
Our New Years resolution is to inventory all 54,000 items we currently have in the archive according to
“museum quality preservation policies” set by the American Museum Association.
Our ten year goal is to become accredited by them the same as national museums like the Guggenheim in
New York and the Museum of Natural History in Washington, D.C.
This is an example of a
“preservation tray” which holds
samples from area businesses that
will be archived. There are shims
from Cohasset’s ‘Nelson Wood
Shims’; a spoon from Miltich
Jewelers (they gave to girls
graduating high school); brown
medicine bottle from Whittemore
Drug Store; a deck of cards from
Grand Rapids State Bank
celebrating their 100th year; and
in the upper, right-hand corner is a
garment hanger for nylon stocking
from the Grand Cleaners
self-service laundry!
Hundreds of these trays will hold
thousands of donated items that
will be kept in our lower level
archives.
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2019
ICHS Board of Directors
President
Bruce Aiton
Vice President
Andy Nintzel
Treasurer
Sue Kujala
Secretary
Richard Lacher
Roberta Truempler
Leona Litchke Barb Adams
Jean Harkins
Randy Bragonier
Wesley Sisson
Executive Director
Lilah Crowe
Computer Technician
Jeremy Anderson
Bookkeeper
Melissa McFadden
KRC Genealogists
Leona Litchke
Barb Adams
Jean Harkins
Senior SCSEP Program
Cheryl Thueson
Volunteers
Duane Eells
Heather Tardy
Dan Seward
Anna Eells
Dorothy Pollard
Jackie Dowell
Jody Hane
Scott Carter
Donnabelle Landey Ruth Martin

Itasca County Historical Society
201 North Pokegama Avenue
Grand Rapids, MN 55744
www.itascahistorical.org

Itasca Veterans Project
This permanent exhibit stands as a testament
to all those who have served
their country in times of conflict and war.
More than 150 people attended the Open House for this display. We thank
them and everyone who continues to visit the exhibit.

We continue to collect artifacts and
stories for this exhibit.
Please Contact us so we can include
your oral history, enter information
regarding your military service and
preserve your story or that of a family
member.

