LIFE IN THE PAST LANE

ICHS 218-326-6431

BOARD NEWS
August 18 ALL current members of ICHS are invited to
take the fall bus tour with us. This time we’re headed
to the Togo area to tour the CCC Camp there in the
morning. Then we’ll head north on highway 65 to the
“Little Bramble Church” which celebrates its 100th
Anniversary! Officially named the St. Peter & St. Paul
Russian Orthodox Church is listed in the National
Register of Historic Places .
The interior of this icon to pioneers who settled the
area is authentic and breathtaking. It’s a must see
for every history buff.
Make your reservation for the Saturday, August 18
Fall Bus Tour by calling the ICHS office.
Cost is $25 per person and includes dinner.

Access ICHS mobile web site
www.itascahistorical.org

Summer

VOLUME 45

2018

ISSUE 3

page 2

ITASCA GENEALOGY
Genealogy meetings: 1st Thursday of the month, (except for January and July)
6:00 p.m. at the Karjala Genealogy and History Research Center. New and seasoned
genealogists are welcome to come and learn more about how and
where to research your family tree.

Genealogy, as part of history, can be taught. One way to do that is to
offer “how-to” classes where instructors help people discover their
roots, locate relatives, create a family tree or simply begin asking
questions about where they came from and how their family plays a role
in history.
But another way of teaching genealogy is to get people interested
in history to begin with. And that is exactly what’s happening with our
presentations, traveling exhibits and tours.
At present there is a traveling exhibit consisting of history banners
depicting last years celebration of 125 years of the Itasca County Fair.
The banners show photos from the past and give viewers an historical
time line.
Another traveling exhibit of the picture GRACE, titled “Did you
know?” is being featured at the Reif Center. Displayed in the Lobby this fascinating exhibit offers information (Did
you know the GRACE photograph was taken in 1918?), documents, and photos for the general public.
But one of the most important ways to teach history is through our tours and speakers visits. In the past few
months, both Jeremy and Lilah have been stirring up interest in history with presentations. Three classes of second
grade students from Southwest School toured the entire Historical Center including the archives in the lower level.
If you can teach history to a child in fun & interesting ways by introducing them to the days of their great grandparents (or even their Grammas and Grandpas) you can create a budding genealogist.
We gave six presentations to fifth graders during Water Days. They learned about the Mud Hen, a river boat on
the Mississippi and the ferry boat at Pokegama that ran before the bridge was built.
During Children’s Day at the North Central Farm & Antique Tractor Association grounds in Blackberry, school
kids got to learn about the history of farming in Itasca County. The kids took part in a “tractor pull”, taking home
special certificates noting their accomplishments. It was a hit!
Quasquicentennial presentations were requested by numerous clubs and organizations with a particular interest
from Senior Citizen groups.
As a Historical Society with experience in listing on the National Register of Historic Places, we were asked to
aide a group in Angora as they prepared to convert a historic school into a community center. They wanted very
specific information on the requirements of the National Register to maintain the historic integrity of the building
and site.
There were many other tours, exhibits and presentations given to the public covering a variety of historical
information and items that made history fun. We have a saying here that goes, “Where we make your grandparents
relevant.” By making those ancestors interesting in an educational, yet entertaining way, we continue to make the
Itasca County Historical Society relevant as well.

2018 SUPPORTING TOWNSHIPS
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2017 ITASCA COUNTY & CITIES — Itasca County
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LaPrairie
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Bigfork Calumet Keewatin
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT
April through June 2018

PRESERVATION
$100

INDIVIDUAL $25
Alice Sarkela
Karen Giuliano
Jean Koewler
Gayle Chesness
Helen Zuemer
Mary Jo Gibbons
Carol Steele
Nancy Salmi
Sharon Erickson
Diane Gross
Marjorie Corner
LeAnna Sutherland
Jen Toewe
Stephen Wille
Roy & Sandra Maki
Marian Longrie
Barbara Nalan
Heath Burthwick
Terese Damyanivich
Julie Larkin
Kenneth Olson
Dan Collins
Carol Kelk
Leona Thompson
Randy Heikkila
Katherine Ertl
Muriel King
Jean Tinquist

Robert Loscheider
Leona Barten
Greg Gough
Steve & Vicki Wilcox
Bruce & Kay Aiton
Melinda Moede
Patricia Walls
Sheryl Tverberg

James Frey
Martin & Gayle Coyer
Keith & Jan Matson
Douglas & Irene Salisbury
Will Backes
James R & Shirley Marshall
David Broberg & Jacqulyn
Tofte
Karen Lucachick
Tim & Tina Murphy
Frank & Noreen Anselmo
Terrence & Kathy Mattson
Ann Clark
Howard & Charity Kuusisto
Jan Latola
Donald Gornowich

SUPPORTING
$65

FAMILY $40
Patricia

&

Paul Anderson
Saundra Helgeson
Jim & Wendy Uzelac
Rita Quesnell
Terry Edel
Farrell Gunelius

PATRON
$250

BOWEN LODGE, Inc.
Bruce & Karen Ogle

ASSOCIATE
BUSINESS
$500
PAUL BUNYAN
COMMUNICATION

ichs@paulbunyan.net
research@paulbunyan.net
www.itascahistorical.org
218-326-6431
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Members:
Summer has arrived! Our first ghost tour was awesome. Seven ghosts came alive,
and two ghost stories were told. A big “thank you” to the ‘ghost’ volunteers: Paul
Haddix (MacDoughal, from LaPrairie) ; Wade Magnuson(the Craig Logger); Wesley
Sisson (Dimitri, the Keewatin miner); Susan Hayes (Bertha the witch of Coleraine);
Ginny Frahm (Sherrif Tyndall’s nanny); Dan Steward (ICHS own, Otto); and Jean
Harkins (Helen of Marcell) . Another big thanks to Thrivent Financial; we received a
grant to cover the cupcakes and water for the ghost tour attendees.
We had four volunteers from Minnesota Power come into the museum and build four stands for the
Brail signs coming in for the Picture GRACE Exhibit. Jim Uzelac, Leo Trunt, Farrell Crowe and Sherry
Beighley came in for one hour to build the stands. We will then receive $500 from Minnesota Power
to cover the expenses for the stands. Thank you Minnesota Power.
We have two new SCSEP volunteers , Bob Wilson and Lynn Griffen, working. Bob is learning the data
entry for digitizing photos, while Lynn is getting obituaries from the Deer River paper from the
1940’s. Both are learning computer skills. Monday, Wednesday and Friday have turned into digitizing
days; the research center is busy all day long.
I’m enclosing an address to the Minnesota Public Radio newsletter which had an article on the picture
GRACE. (https://www.mprnews.org/story/2018/06/20/giving-grace-celebrating-minnesotas-statephotograph-on-its-100th-birthday) The media has certainly taken an interest in our exhibit as well as
what we are going to do for the Minnesota Picture GRACE Day on September 3rd. WCCO radio did a
phone interview with me on June 28th. That was a lot of fun! The only controversy right now is a
news man who would like to prove that the Bible is actually a dictionary.
Having the museum and model train lettering on the windows has brought in a lot of new visitors.
The model train is worked on weekly by the new Western Mesabi Model Railway Club. The club now
has a mission and is currently working on their own by-laws. They are hoping to have another Expo in
September to show off their latest project. Meetings are the last Wednesday of the month in the research center at 7:00pm. Everyone is welcome.

WATCH for the new, regular series we’re calling
STICKS & STONES in this quarterly newsletter
highlighting county historical places. See the first one on
page 5.
Lilah
Remember to tell your friends our
Museum is FREE!
We just ask people to sign in on the guest book; it
helps in gaining support when we go before the
County Board and when applying for grants.

We have Beginner and
Intermediate Genealogy
kits available for
starting your family tree.
Only $5.95

You can help us save on postage by getting your
newsletter emailed to you. Please send your email
address to ichs@paulbunyan.net

P
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STICKS & STONES . . .
Historical Sites of Itasca County

Louise Erdrich, author and poet from Little Falls, Minnesota once said, “The contents of a
house can trigger all sorts of revisions to family history”. But the truth is, the house itself has
stories to tell as well.
Itasca County is filled with fascinating sites where houses, barns, schools, churches and other
structures hold the key to opening the door to the past. How people lived & learned, worshipped
and subsisted can all be learned by visiting the historical locations throughout the county.
Some things get better with age, and others end up in the National Register of Historic Places
(NRHP).
According to their web site, “The National Register of Historic Places is the official list of the
Nation’s historic places worthy of preservation. Authorized by the National Historic Preservation
Act of 1966, the National Park Service’s National Register of Historic Places is part of a national
program to coordinate and support public and private efforts to identify, evaluate, and protect
America’s historic and archeological resources.” Being placed in the NRHP list provides for tax
incentives to offset the costs incurred in the preservation of the property.
In 1984 The Minnesota Historical Society began a state-wide inventory of sites, buildings,
objects and districts that illustrate Minnesota’s history. This endeavor was the first step in
discovering those items that should be considered for the National Register. In order to do that, a
property must show a substantial amount of original material, design or workmanship PLUS it
has to illustrate a strong, unique or characteristic influence on the growth of the community or
interest. Tall order.
Yet, individuals and groups prepared an amazing list of places within Itasca County that would
meet the requirements. Not all of them were selected for the National Register, but the diversity
of the submissions is worth noting. Some of the places, buildings or sites you will be familiar with,
but others may prove to be eye openers.
The list of submissions included schools, and Indian Chief’s wigwam site, chapels and churches, burial grounds, steamboat landings and single log homes.
In the months ahead, we will be profiling sites, buildings, locations etc. in Itasca County which
have made it (and others that haven’t, but maybe should!) into the National Register.
We welcome your comments about these sites
and structures. Your personal histories, family
lore, or memories of the significant time and
place will only enhance these stories.
And, of course, if there are buildings or sites
that you would like to know more about (whether
or not they are listed in the National Register) be
sure to let us know and we will research those to
the best of our abilities.
If “time” IS the fourth dimension, then let’s
live in it...if only on this page...every once in a
while!
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2018
ICHS Board of Directors

President
Jim Uzelac
Vice President
Bruce Aiton
Treasurer
John Roessler
Secretary
Richard Lacher
Roberta Truempler
Leona Litchke John Zimmerman
Barb Adams
Esther Hietala
Barb Shipka
Wilma Behm
Randy Bragonier
Sue Kujala

Itasca County Historical Society
201 North Pokegama Avenue
Grand Rapids, MN 55744
www.itascahistorical.org

Executive Director
Lilah Crowe
Computer Technician
Jeremy Anderson
Bookkeeper
Melissa McFadden
KRC Genealogists
Leona Litchke
Barb Adams
Jean Harkins
Senior SCSEP Program
Jody Hane
Janella Krumrei
Joe Prebeck
Volunteers
Duane Eells
Heather Tardy
Dan Seward
Jackie Dowell
Anna Eells
Dorothy Pollard

PICTURE
“GRACE”

You will be enchanted by
the story behind the
picture!
Photos, oral histories, and
artifacts all enhance the
story of the picture
GRACE.

Minnesota Legislature passed a
resolution declaring
September 3rd, 2018 “Picture GRACE Day”
In Minnesota
Itasca County Historical Society
201 North Pokegama Avenue
Grand Rapids, MN 55744
218-326-6431

Monday - Friday 9 - 5
Saturday
10 - 4
Closed Sundays

