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LATEST UPDATE: 
Veteran History Project 
 
Without extensive             
advertising of the       
project, we are now     
almost half way to our 
goal with a total of 
$17,800 raised to date! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Access ICHS mobile web site  
www.itascahistorical.org 

  THINGS TO REMEMBER 
JANUARY  21—Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

 
FEBRUARY 

Saturday 9th– frozen Fairway Golf Classic  
Thursday 14—Valentine’s Day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday 18—President’s Day 
Thursday 28—GRAND OPENING 

Of Early Itasca Camps Exhibit 
 

MARCH 
6th—Ash Wednesday 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8, 9 & 10—our food booth at the Minnesota 

Builders Association Show 
Sunday 10 starts Daylight Savings Time 

Sunday 17—St. Patrick’s Day 
22, 23, 24– Itasca Soups booth at Jaycees Home 

Show 
 

Grand Rapids Downtown Business Association 

is holding the first Frozen Fairways Golf   

Classic on February 9th 2019. They are raising 

funds to help the Girls and Boys Club. The 

Grand Rapids Jaycees is loaning us their food 

booth for ICHS to sell ICE CREAM. Those 

profits will go toward our Veteran History      

Project. If you would like to volunteer or just 

stop by for a  cone, we will be in the            

Forest Lake beach area.  
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ITASCA GENEALOGY 
Genealogy meetings: 1st Thursday of the month, (except for January and July) 

6:00 p.m. at the Karjala Genealogy and History Research Center. New and seasoned  

genealogists are welcome to come and learn more about how and  

where to research your family tree.  

2019  SUPPORTING TOWNSHIPS           Lone Pine      Bigfork      Blackberry             

Carpenter        Wabana       Kinghurst       Splithand        Wildwood       Arbo       Balsam                

Feeley   Sago     Wirt     Harris       Deer River      Lawrence     Wawina 

2019 ITASCA COUNTY & CITIES   —   Itasca County         Grand Rapids       

        LaPrairie      Nashwauk       Bigfork     Calumet     Keewatin 

   

 

     When people conduct genealogy research, one of the 

many items they decide to investigate is their family  

participation in the military. This segment of genealogy 

holds a great deal of information. Beyond learning where 

your mother or father was stationed during a specific war, 

you can find out what ship they served on or the place 

where they received their initial training. 

     The genealogists of ICHS are available to help you get 

started in your research. 

     In a demonstration,  the genealogist was able to go to 

the Find A Grave site and actually found a picture of the headstone of the person we researched. Through 

the U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs we were able to see a copy of someone’s actual draft card with all 

the information that had been given at their enlistment...right down to the fact that this person had a 

“ruddy complexion”! 

     Records are available back to the Civil War with some records indicating military rosters, the Division 

they served in, rank & title and which branch of service the person was involved in. There was even a  

listing for any disciplinary actions taken. 

     The information in this article is our way of letting you know that in 2019 we will be establishing a 

new, permanent military exhibit. We have collected memorabilia, photos, and oral histories from local and 

area veterans to enhance this interactive, continuously updated display. The stories are personal and  real 

regarding service to the country...good and bad. This will not be an overview of war, but rather a glimpse 

into daily life of servicemen and women whether they ever saw combat or not. 

     Once you have completed your own research about family participation in the military, we invite you 

to share that information and make it available for the military display. It will round out the variety of  

stories and inform future generations about the patriotism of the people who came before them in Itasca 

County. 

     To get started on your research, please feel free to make an  

appointment with one of our genealogists who can guide you 

through your search. They can recommend and instruct you  

using sites including Ancestry.com or FamilySearch.org. So  

start looking— 

                        and let us know what you find! 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT 
October to December 2018 

 

 

INDIVIDUAL $25 
 

Jacqueline Dowell 

David Johnson 

Nancy Nordin 

Sally Sedgwick 

Carmen Sanchez 

Gwen Litchke 

MaryJo Gibbons 

Janet Stejskal 

Gwen Heywood 

Kris Ferraro 

Erin Roth 

McVeigh Dunn Post 60 

David Schultz 

Roberta Fahlman 

Marie Gibeau 

Derek Stanley 

JoAnn Bakken 

Terry Harris 

Nancy Calder 

Allen Co. Public Library 

Jean Howes Knowles 

Carolyn Petersen 

Bender Shoes 

Tom & Barbara Swentkofske 

Leo Trunt 

 

FAMILY  $40 
Bill & Pat Davis, Jr. 

Robert Best 

William & Anne Langford 

Julie Wright 

Margaret Cone 

Tim & Joan Bonner 

Roberta & Mike Truempler 

Joan Trunt 

Esther Hietala 

Lee & Mary Jo Jess 

Jane Quitney 

Jim & Patti Marshall 

Susan Hayes 

Joe & Carol Spooner 

Casey & Georgette Renslow 

Richard & Beverly Johnson 

Jackie & Gordon Davis 

Mark Hager 

Barbara Ready 

Bruce & Diane Mangseth 

Joan Isaacson 

SUPPORTING $65 
Donald & Leona Litchke 

Mary Schmitz 

Bill Rutherford 

Deborah  A. Best 

Shirley Loegering 

Leonard Hirsch 

 

 

 

 

ichs@paulbunyan.net 

research@paulbunyan.net 

www.itascahistorical.org 

PRESERVATION 

$100 

Stafford & Julie King 

American Bank of the 

North 

Richard & Kathleen 

Blake 

Frank King 

Rodney & Meredith 

Bleifuss 

Juan Lazo 

Jerry & Sue Pulkrabek 

PATRON 

$250 
DAVID BISHOP 

DEDE EMERSON 

 

ASSOCIATE 
ROESSLER & CO., LTD 
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Remember to tell your friends our  
Museum is FREE!  

We just ask people to sign in on the guest book; it 
helps in gaining support when we  go before the 

County Board and when applying for grants. 

 
You can help us save on postage by getting your      

newsletter emailed to you. Please send your email      
address to ichs@paulbunyan.net  

 

Members: 
   After a presentation of the Veteran History Project by Board vice president, 
Bruce Aiton, the ICHS board officially voted to put in a permanent military exhibit 
in the museum. The Board then put forward more than 10% of the total budget for 
the exhibit. 
   Starting January 2nd the museum is going through a total re-do making space for 
a 12x24 foot display area. First, the “Then & Now Itasca County Communities” will 
be taken down & put in the traveling exhibit storage area in the lower level. 

   Board member & volunteer, Wilma Behm , has already started to research and work on the Country 
School exhibit redesign. It will now go into a stand-alone, movable metal flip chart. 
   Board member & volunteer, Barb Shipka, has been working hard at documenting Itasca County  
Mining and Mining Companies. From her work we put in a small mining exhibit near the Nashwauk 
Model Train. That display will now be moving into a larger cabinet and will actually have a moving 
train in a replica of the Hawkins Mine in Nashwauk. Her exhibit shows just how many mines were in 
operation in our area. 
   The Board approved the purchase of a new rail shelving system in the lower level in preparation for 
the incoming Deer River newspapers. December 2018 was the last month the Deer River Newspaper 
was published. The five-shelf system will hold the Grand Rapids papers from 1891 to 1960, all the 
ledger books and the Deer River papers. Volunteer Duane Eells has worked hard putting the papers in 
order and volunteer Joan Roessler will be rebinding & repairing several of the papers. 
   Honorary Board member and former intern, Wesley Sisson, will be on hand over the holidays to help 
organize the  Early Itasca Camps incoming exhibit. We have pulled from the collection artifacts and 
photos from five different camps. He will be taking all the research and design  the labels for camps. 
Please save the date of February 28th for the grand opening of this fascinating exhibit! 
   Playing cards...what a project and how wonderful the response from the community. This is our first 
edition and people are now looking forward to the next edition. If there is a picture you would like to 
see on the cards, please let us know! And please thank our sponsors: Timberlake Lodge; Northern Air 
Plumbing and Heating; Grand Rapids Jaycees; Paul Haddix Locksmithing; Grand Rapids North Star 
Women’s Club; A & B Lawn and Deck Furniture; Wendy Uzelac RE/MAX Thousand Lakes; Jerry and 
Shirley Miner (Piggly Wiggly); and First National Bank of Coleraine.  We are shipping out card orders 
all across the nation! 
   We will be celebrating five years in this building in 2019! The Building Committee will be going over 
the strategic plan for the building and be putting a five year maintenance schedule together for the 

Board to add to their new board plan. 
         Stop in some time...the changes coming in 2019 will be 
occurring at a fast pace! 
    Hoping you have a very Merry Christmas and look forward 
to a wonderful New Year. 
     Lilah 

We have Beginner and   

Intermediate Genealogy  

kits available for  

starting your family tree. 



 

 

                            

       STICKS  & STONES . . . 

Historical Sites of Itasca County  

     When we started this series of articles we told you that the variety of sites within Itasca 
County that have been placed in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) was impressive. 
And this site is the perfect example. 
     Central School sits at 4th Street & North Pokegama Avenue in the heart of downtown Grand 
Rapids where it has been since 1895. This particular building has historic value, not just as a 
school. The first library in Grand Rapids was housed there until the Carnegie Library was built in 
1908. 
     But as a school, this structure is still a historic site. The first framed school house in Grand 
Rapids sat on this same site. Before construction began on the current building, the old two-
story school house was hauled (on log rollers!) to Cohasset where it continued its life as a 
school. The present structure was under construction by 1895 as noted on its cornerstone. 
     Apparently, Central School functioned not only as an elementary school, but as a high school 
until 1903. Unfortunately the high school building wasn’t quite finished on time, so the 100  
students waiting to get to class had to share space with grade schoolers for two or three weeks. 
It’s interesting that there actually was a high school since attendance beyond the 8th grade was 
rare in the 19th century. However, between 1900 and 1906 the number of high school graduates 
increased from about 6% to nearly 85%! A couple of things contributed to that increase includ-
ing stricter child-labor laws plus mandatory education laws stating that kids HAD to attend school 
through age sixteen. In the days before modern college entrance exams, Central School was a  
member of the North Central Association of Secondary Schools which allowed a student to enter 
any university or college in the North Central States without examination. 
      The building itself was constructed in a Richardson Romanesque style which features semi-
circular arches over window and door openings. It was originally capped with a bell tower which 
remained until 1931. That same year the elementary students purchased an airplane-shaped 
weathervane to replace the bell  tower. 
     The interior of Central School has a very unique stairway. The central, circular stair hall  
features a double staircase with mid-level landings connecting the first and second floors.  
     The outdoor shop, metal bus garage, fire escapes & coal bunker were eliminated in the 
1940s. The building functioned as an elementary school until the 1970s. 
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First frame school house        With original bell tower                 Airplane weathervane purchased 

in Grand Rapids. Moved                               & out buildings                           by elementary students  and 

to Cohasset about 1895.                                                                                              installed in 1931. 



 

 

Itasca County Historical Society 
 201 North Pokegama Avenue 
 Grand Rapids, MN 55744 
 www.itascahistorical.org 
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ICHS Board of Directors 

 President                     Jim Uzelac 

 Vice President          Bruce Aiton         

 Treasurer                John Roessler 

 Secretary               Richard Lacher       

  Roberta Truempler 

Leona Litchke      John Zimmerman 

Barb Adams          Esther Hietala   

 Barb Shipka            Wilma Behm 

Randy Bragonier        Sue Kujala 

 

 Executive Director                

  Lilah Crowe 

Computer Technician 

Jeremy Anderson 

Bookkeeper 

Melissa McFadden 

KRC Genealogists  

Leona Litchke       Barb Adams 

Jean Harkins      

Senior SCSEP Program 

Jody Hane          Lynn Griffin 

Cheryl Thueson 

Volunteers 

Duane Eells            Heather Tardy 

Dan Seward            Jackie Dowell 

Anna Eells           Dorothy Pollard 

EARLY  ITASCA  CAMPS 

2019 Exhibit GRAND OPENING 

Thursday  February 28 

4:00 p.m. Members only 

5 - 7:00 p.m. General public welcome 

 

Catering by Grand Rapids North Star Women’s Club 


