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After applying for the 2020-2021 grant cycle, ICHS
was the only one of the operating (sustaining)
grants that the Blandin Foundation held back the
2021 portion. They stated we have not connected
with the Anishinaabe community.
Tuleah Palmer from the Blandin Foundation was
invited to meet & greet the ICHS Board of Directors.
After introductions were made, Tuleah gave a
report from the Blandin Foundation’s grant
application process. She said that the Blandin
Foundation Board of Trustees said NO to our grant
application stating that we had not done enough in
2020 to connect with the Anishinaabe peoples.
She said that she asked that it be tabled in early
December so that she could meet with ICHS. We
spent over 30 minutes in discussion. Tuleah left us
with 3 new contacts who might help us to
move forward.
Jim (James L) Jones, who help’s with
Indian Repatriation, Cass Lake MN
Dale Green, Treaties Cass Lake MN
Greg Chester, Leech Lake Historian Cass Lake MN

The museum is under construction and due
to Covid-19 the normal openhouse in
February will not occur in 2021. Plans are
made for a quiet opening in May.

ISSUE 1

Board of Directors
Blandin Foundation
During two past meetings with representatives
from the Foundation, our board at Itasca
County Historical Society has been quite
confused. The Foundation is proposing that we
(ICHS) do a project that is not within our
mission statement and which would be
physically impossible for us to accomplish,
namely telling the story of Natives in
Minnesota before 1850. You are telling us that
we can only talk to certain people and that we
must tell of events that took place outside of
our county.
As we look at the past few years of numbers,
our annual expenses of payroll, operating
supplies, utilities, and building costs exceed
$112,000. Without the sustaining grant of
$50,000 per year from the Foundation, much of
our time would be spent fundraising just to
keep our doors open. Our business would have
operated in the red this past year without the
assistance of some of the Covid monies that
were available to us. We have just one fulltime employee, one part-time employee and
one casual employee. Most of our volunteers
are retired men and women with varied talents
who are wonderful about helping. Most do
have physical limitations.
We simply cannot do more with less, nor can
we understand why the Foundation is fixated
on this detail. We do have Native items with
their stories, and some Natives have provided
us with their military story for the Itasca
Veterans Project data base. We have talked to
others about our River Room which is still a
work in progress. Anything more that we could
do is restricted as described above.
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Covid-19 has put a stop to the monthly meetings. We will
let you know in June 2021
Our intern Rachel Shiller-Hartwell did some research for the escape room on Spittoons and came across
this article:
Did you know…… during the flu epidemic in 1918 spittoons caused problems?

Spittoon

A spittoon is a vessel that was made for spitting into, especially by users of chewing and dipping
tobacco. It is also known as a cuspidor, when translated from Portuguese meaning spitter. Spittoons
became a common feature of pubs, brothels, saloons, hotels, stores, banks, railway carriages and other
places where adult men gathered in the 19th century. Brass was the most common material used for
these vessels, but also production ranged from basic iron to elaborately crafted glass and porcelain.
Pocket spittoons were also used frequently. However, spittoons posed specific threat to the health of the
public. One of the major causes of death in the early 20th century was tuberculosis, a sickness which
causes the body to produce a lot of phlegm. In 1909 in Cincinnati, Ohio, Boy Scout troops organized a
campaign to paint “Do not Spit on the Sidewalk” notices around the city. This was encouraged by members of the Anti-Tuberculosis league, and they would paint these messages often everywhere. The use of
a spittoon was discouraged after the 1918 flu epidemic due to hygiene and etiquette advocates. Antispitting campaigns followed as a response. In the early 1920s, anti-spitting laws were enforced in many
cities. As tobacco preferences switched form chewing to smoking, spittoons lost their popularity and demand. Initially, spittoons met their end in scrap drives as late as the 1930s in the US, meaning spittoons
were seen sparingly, but could be found in public spaces as late as the 1980s. Spittoons found a second
purpose for serving America during scrap metal drives in World War II.

Have you told your story yet?
Not much was written during the 1918 flu epidemic, therefore we need to
document our story about Covid-19 so that our future generations can learn
from what we experienced and how to handle another possible world wide
pandemic.
Please send in to ICHS your Covid-19 story - experiences. It doesn’t have to
be a book, suggested is 300 words.
Just answer your own questions or maybe this will help you out:
1. What’s the first thing you remember about 2020?
2. What was your biggest fear?
3. What was the hardest change that you had to make?
4. What do you see as the largest change we all will have to make going
forward?

2020 SUPPORTING TOWNSHIPS: Lone Pine Bigfork Blackberry Wirt Carpenter
Wabana Kinghurst Splithand Wildwood Arbo
Balsam Morse Feeley Sago
Deer River
Lawrence Wawina Stokes Bowstring Bearville Nashwauk

2020 ITASCA COUNTY & CITIES — Itasca County
LaPrairie

Nashwauk

Bigfork

Calumet

Keewatin

Marble

Zemple

Harris

Grand Rapids

Deer River Coleraine
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT
October 2020 through January 2021

FAMILY $40

INDIVIDUAL $25
Derek Stanley
(ANDERSON GLASS)
JoAnn Bakken
Leo Trunt
Randy Heikkila
BENDER’S SHOES &
SPORT
Mark Anderson
Kris Ferraro
Bob Moore
Oliver Juntunen
Dr. Ella Inglebret
Corrinne Jacobson
Elaine Paulley
Jerry Kleven
Shirley Loegering
Carolyn Petersen
Janet M. Stejskal
Dave Schultz
Jean Bengston Winter
Gwen Litchke

Roberta and Mike Truempler
Glenn Wiessner
Leonard Hirsch
Jane Quitney
William and Anne Langford
Margaret Cone
Bonnie Furman (New)
(SNUG HARBOR
RESORT)
Anna and Duane Eells
David and Ann Lewis
Margaret and Terry Matteson
Tom and Sandy Chapin
Jody and JoLynn Crowe
Christa Berg
Denise and Douglas Stacklie
Niels and Bonnie Henriksen
Carol Brandon
Orlyn & Bonnie Olson
Mary Randall
Joan Isaacs
David & Marilyn Hutchins

SUPPORTING $65
Jim and Wendy Uzelac
Marvin and Mary Ott
Deborah Best
Dennis Brandon
Ed Shanghnessy

PRESERVATION $100

Rodney and Meredith Bleifuss
Frank King
Juan Lazo
(TREASURE BAY PRINTING)
Sonja Merrild (New)
Keith & Nancy Austin
Wesley & Wilma Behm
Timothy & Lynn Moratzka
Patti Mester

PATRON $250 +
David Bishop

(BISHOPS
PERFORMANCE)

Susan Kujala
Richard & Kathleen
Blake
ROESSLER & CO.,
LTD
LAW OFFICE OF
SHAW & SHAW

SPONSOR $500
Andrew Roalstad
(New)

ASSOCIATE
$1000+

Richard Lacher

As you do your tax
and estate
planning, please
keep us in mind.
ICHS is a 501(c)
(3) and as such can
accept charitable
donations. An
RMD from your
retirement account
can be made
directly to us.
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Members:
I’m writing to you today on a very cold Monday….my car wouldn’t
start….. Jeremy not only had a car not start, he walked out the door and
landed on his back...Melissa is living with family where 2 members have
covid...
It feels just like 2020 all over again!
We are truly blessed with getting the second PPP grant from the Cares
Act. We were also given a small grant from the county non-profit
money, during the Governor’s close down to help us through November and December.
We are preparing for a good visitor season this summer as we now have newly
designed t-shirts and, first time for us, sweat shirts for the visitor to purchase. With the
construction going on now, we were able to put in a new gift shop wall. This wall
enabled us to look more like a gift shop instead of just filled cabinets.
The normal grand opening for new exhibits has been the last Thursday in February
for many years. This year we are still in the construction stage with volunteers working
on the exhibits too. We will let everyone know when the River Room and the Itasca
County Schools will be ready for touring. After we took down the displays to get ready
for the new rooms, we were able to donate the display cases to the S Lake Area. They
are stored in the North School in S Lake.
We have 2 interns this spring working on projects. One intern is doing research on
Showboat for the River room while the other is putting together a virtual tour of the
Veterans Project. Our volunteers are still coming in at scheduled times with 3 working at
home on the Veterans Project doing computer entry.
In 2020 we had the most research requests ever. I think it was because more people
stayed at home and tried to catch up on their family genealogy.
I had the privilege of meeting Dan Rabbit this month. He was proud to share his
heritage here in Itasca County. Dan is registered in the Nett Lake Tribe, which is part of
the Bois Forte Reservation which is partly in Itasca County.
Reserve your hour
Dan’s heritage comes from his Great Grandfather, Chief
at the Escape
Charles Rabbit who lived here in LaPrairie for many years. He
Room!
has inherited his families collection of government docu218-326-6431
ments and family photos. He is gathering his information and
will be letting us digitize the items. We are excited to share
Craigville Murder
the family stories and events that occurred in Itasca County.
Mystery!
We will keep you updated on the Rabbit family history. Lilah
Remember to tell your friends our
Museum is FREE!
We just ask people to sign in on the guest book; it
helps in gaining support when we go before the
County Board and when applying for grants.

You can help us save on postage by getting your
newsletter emailed to you. Please send your email
address to ichs@paulbunyan.net

P
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THANK YOU!
Volunteers are busy building walls for the 2 new exhibits
going into the museum: “The River Room” and “Itasca
County Schools” , Scott Carter and John Campbell are
working on finishing the sheetrock.

THANK
YOU!

Charlie and Shirley Bundy
came in and did the
finishing work on the
Karjala Research Center
Walls.
Jeremy, Wesley and Lilah put
on the slat wall in the gift
shop.

Dan and Ginny painted the
wall!

ichs@paulbunyan.net
www.itascahistorical.org
www.itascaveteransproject.com
218-326-6431
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2021
ICHS Board of Directors

President
Bruce Aiton
Vice President
Andy Nintzel
Treasurer
Sue Kujala
Secretary
Richard Lacher
Roberta Truempler Jim Uzelac
Leona Litchke Barb Adams
Jean Harkins John Weber
Randy Bragonier
Wesley Sisson
Executive Director
Lilah Crowe
Computer Technician
Jeremy Anderson
Bookkeeper
Melissa McFadden
KRC Genealogists
Leona Litchke
Barb Adams
Jean Harkins
Membership Volunteer
Heather Tardy-Wohlstrom
Volunteers
Dan Seward
Anna Eells
Dorothy Pollard
Duane Eells
Ruth Martin
Scott Carter

Itasca County Historical Society
201 North Pokegama Avenue
Grand Rapids, MN 55744
www.itascahistorical.org

